Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Third Quarter 2011: Worship
Lesson #1 “Worship in Genesis: Two Kinds of Worshipers”

Read for This Week’s Study:
Gen. 3:1-13, 4:1-4, 6:1-8, 12:1-8, 22:1-18, 28:10-22, Titus 1:2.

Memory Text:

“‘Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.” And he was afraid and said, ‘How awesome
is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!’ ” (Genesis
28:16, 17, NKJV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide
L. Introduction
IL. Worship in Eden
[1L Worship Outside of Eden
IV. Two Lines of Worshipers
V. The Faith of Abraham
VL Bethel, the House of God
VII Further Study

Questions for Consideration

1. Revelation 4:11 states “You are worthy to receive glory, honor and power. For you
created all things, and by your will they were given existence and life.”(GNT) In
Revelation 14:7 we find, “Honor God and praise his greatness! ..Worship him who
made heaven, earth, sea, and the springs of water!”(GNT) Placed in the setting of God
addressing the accusations of Satan, how and why is creation so significant? Who was
the demonstration of creation for? What happened at creation that made God worthy of
all his creatures worship?

2. What was the purpose of the sacrificial system as given to the first family?

3. Did Cain’s sacrifice demonstrate the concepts that God desired him, the universe and
those of us on earth to learn? Can the fruit of the earth demonstrate the lessons
needed?

4. What did Cain’s sacrifice say about how he saw God? How did it shed light on the true
meaning of obedience - the willingness to listen and learn?

5. What kind of God do we see in the treatment of Cain? Was he vengeful, unforgiving,
arbitrary, exacting and severe? How would our understanding of God’s treatment of
Cain affect our attitude of worship toward Him?
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Creation:

And then on Friday, creating a man and a woman, and sharing His creative power with us,
so that we could actually share in this incredible experience of creating little people in our
own image. For God had been accused of being selfish in this regard, by the one who
wanted to be God, and create, but couldn't, because he was only a creature. Think of all the
things said about God during creation week, and we remember this on Friday. {Picture of
God in All '66' - Galatians}

Now when we read that first angel's message to worship the Creator of the heaven and
earth, the Creator of the sea and springs, perhaps we are reminded that the first mention of
the Sabbath comes in the Bible at the end of creation week. I wonder if tonight we could
think back in imagination to the very dramatic events of that first week of this earth's
history. The war had begun already up in heaven. Satan had already leveled his charges
and his accusations. One third of the angels had already agreed with him that God is not
worthy of our love and our trust. Right in the middle of that devastating crisis, God invites
His family to watch Him as He creates yet another world, this time ours. How easily He
could have created our world with a snap of His fingers, in just an instant of time. But in
the dramatic and significant setting of the great controversy, He chose, this time, to do it in
six 24-hour days. On the first day, all He said was, "Let there be light." That’s all. And then
day 2, 3, 4, 5, as God in unhurried majesty and drama unfolded His plans for our earth. By
the sixth day, what a beautiful place this was. Where now were Satan's charges that God
was selfish. [ mean, look at the freedom. He created us in His own image with power to
think and to do. And we know from human history that He created us free to either love
and trust Him or hate Him and spit in His face, because it has been done. He created us able
to do it. God even allowed Satan to approach our first parents at the Tree of the Knowledge
of Good and Evil. And He didn't hide that tree in some dark corner of the garden, He put it
right in the middle near the Tree of Life, so that Adam and Even would see it every time
they came to that other tree. {Conversations About God - #10}

You see, that tree was not put there as a test of obedience. That tree was put there to help
them, to protect them. The tree of knowledge of good and evil was not placed there before
sin, but after sin. If it was before sin, it was an arbitrary test. After sin, it was to help them
and protect them like every one of God's gracious laws. Then God stunned the universe by
sharing with us, as far as He possibly could with mere created human beings, some of His
own marvelous creative power. God so designed it that when a man and a woman come
together in love, they are able to share life with little people; create little people in their
own image...

Well, the universe watched all this; the universe that had heard the charges against God.

They watched all this. When it was over, they said, "That’s very good." Love and
admiration for God must have known no bounds. Where now were Satan's charges that
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God does not respect the freedom of His creatures? Or that He’s very selfish in His use of
authority and power? So we have the next verse, Genesis 2:2,3. "On the sixth day God
completed” or finished “all the work he had been doing, and on the seventh day he ceased."
Rested does not mean that He was tired. It is like an attorney saying, "I have presented all
my case and my evidence. [ now rest my case." He ceased from all His work. "God blessed
the seventh day and made it holy, because on that day he ceased from all the work he had
set himself to do." (Conversations About God - #10)

Obedience:

Do you know the word “obedience” in the Greek, and one can'’t press the etymological
meaning of the word too far, means literally “listening under, humble willingness to listen.”
A doorkeeper is called by this word. Now if you had a doorkeeper who said “I'm listening,
but I don’t intend to carry through with what I hear.” This isn’t just an idle, rude
willingness to listen; it's a humble willingness to listen. So when the doorkeeper listens, he
hears his master knock, and he proceeds to open the door. Hence the word came to mean
“obedience”, but the essence of the word is “a willingness to listen.”

Now does God expect of us perfect performance? He knows better. Can He expect of us
perfect willingness to listen? What if we have a 25-percent reservation here? Then we’re
not safe to save. | mean we’ve got a lot of listening to do in the hereafter. So God can
demand obedience in this sense, a willingness to listen. And without it He can’t help us.
And He says, “All the good things that have come to you have come by hearing; by a
willingness to listen, in a mood of trust.” That’s all that is asked. (Galatians - pt 3)

Satan’s accusations:

Satan resolved to make an effort to overthrow the government of God, and set up a
kingdom of his own. He began this work by doing just as men who ought to know better are
doing today. He complained of the supposed defects in the management of heavenly things,
and sought to fill the minds of the angels with his disaffection. Because he was not
supreme, he sowed seeds of doubt and unbelief. Because he was not as God, he strove to
instill into the minds of the angels his own envy and dissatisfaction. Thus the seeds of
alienation were planted, afterward to be drawn out and presented before the heavenly
courts as originating, not with Satan, but with the angels. So the deceiver would show that
the angels thought as he did.

[t was most difficult to make the deceiving power of Satan apparent. His power to
deceive increased with practice. If he could not defend himself, he must accuse, in order to
appear just and righteous, and to make God appear arbitrary and exacting. In secret he
whispered his disaffection to the angels. There was at first no pronounced feeling against
God; but the seed had been sown, and the love and confidence of the angels was marred.
The sweet communion between them and their God was broken. Every move was watched;
every action was viewed in the light in which Satan had made them see things.
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That which Satan had instilled into the minds of the angels--a word here and a word
there--opened the way for a long list of suppositions. In his artful way he drew expressions
of doubt from them. Then, when he was interviewed, he accused those whom he had
educated. He laid all the disaffection on the ones he had led. As one in holy office, he
manifested an overbearing desire for justice, but it was a counterfeit of justice, which was
entirely contrary to God's love and compassion and mercy. {Review and Herald, September
7,1897 par.2, 3, 4}

God has bound our hearts to Him by unnumbered tokens in heaven and in earth. Through
the things of nature, and the deepest and tenderest earthly ties that human hearts can
know, He has sought to reveal Himself to us. Yet these but imperfectly represent His love.
Though all these evidences have been given, the enemy of good blinded the minds of men,
so that they looked upon God with fear; they thought of Him as severe and unforgiving.
Satan led men to conceive of God as a being whose chief attribute is stern justice,--one who
is a severe judge, a harsh, exacting creditor. He pictured the Creator as a being who is
watching with jealous eye to discern the errors and mistakes of men, that He may visit
judgments upon them. It was to remove this dark shadow, by revealing to the world the
infinite love of God that Jesus came to live among men. (Steps to Christ 10 par. 3)

Your gentle breath dissolves the gloom
With soft golden caresses

And hope fills nature's living-room
Beneath your glowing tresses

While many countless dawns have passed
Into times great abyss

Never has there ever been

Another such as this

(Janet Martin, from “An Original”)

No two vessels look alike;

each is seen uniquely in His sight.
He sculpts us out individually,
for His joy and His delight.

(Deborah Anne Belka, from “The Potter’s Hands)

But their Creator, whom sin, nor nature tied,
For us, His creatures, and His foes, hath died.

(John Donne, from “Holy Sonnet XII”)
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The Creator has not given you a longing to do that which you have no ability to do. (Orison Swett
Marden)

Welcome every morning with a smile. Look on the new day as another special gift from your
Creator, another golden opportunity to complete what you were unable to finish yesterday. Be a
self-starter. Let your first hour set the theme of success and positive action that is certain to echo
through your entire day. Today will never happen again. Don't waste it with a false start or no start
at all. You were not born to fail. (Og Mandino)

There is a God shaped vacuum in the heart of every man which cannot be filled by any created
thing, but only by God, the Creator, made known through Jesus. (Blaise Pascal)

When I admire the wonder of a sunset or the beauty of the moon, my soul expands in worship of the
Creator. (Mahatma Gandhi)

Man is the only creature in the animal kingdom that sits in judgment on the work of the Creator and
finds it bad - including himself and Nature. (Elbert Hubbard)

Every creator painfully experiences the chasm between his inner vision and its ultimate expression.
(Isaac Bashevus Singer)

Story of Redemption pp.13-19 and Early Writings pp.145-146. (These resources were
recommended by Graham Maxwell in The Picture of God in all 66 - Genesis.)

Cain:

While God has desired to teach men that from His own love comes the Gift which reconciles
them to Himself, the archenemy of mankind has endeavored to represent God as one who
delights in their destruction. Thus the sacrifices and the ordinances designed of Heaven to
reveal divine love have been perverted to serve as means whereby sinners have vainly
hoped to propitiate, with gifts and good works, the wrath of an offended God. At the same
time, Satan has sought to arouse and strengthen the evil passions of men in order that
through repeated transgression multitudes might be led on and on, far from God, and
hopelessly bound with the fetters of sin. {Prophets and Kings 685 par.2}

In sparing the life of the first murderer, God presented before the whole universe a
lesson bearing upon the great controversy. The dark history of Cain and his descendants
was an illustration of what would have been the result of permitting the sinner to live on
forever, to carry out his rebellion against God. The forbearance of God only rendered the
wicked more bold and defiant in their iniquity. Fifteen centuries after the sentence
pronounced upon Cain, the universe witnessed the fruition of his influence and example, in
the crime and pollution that flooded the earth. It was made manifest that the sentence of
death pronounced upon the fallen race for the transgression of God's law was both just and
merciful. The longer men lived in sin, the more abandoned they became. The divine
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sentence cutting short a career of unbridled iniquity, and freeing the world from the
influence of those who had become hardened in rebellion, was a blessing rather than a
curse.

Satan is constantly at work, with intense energy and under a thousand disguises, to
misrepresent the character and government of God. With extensive, well-organized plans
and marvelous power, he is working to hold the inhabitants of the world under his
deceptions. God, the One infinite and all-wise, sees the end from the beginning, and in
dealing with evil His plans were far-reaching and comprehensive. It was His purpose, not
merely to put down the rebellion, but to demonstrate to all the universe the nature of the
rebellion. God's plan was unfolding, showing both His justice and His mercy, and fully
vindicating His wisdom and righteousness in His dealings with evil. (Patriarchs and
Prophets 78 par 2, 3)

Obedience:

While the Spirit of God is convicting you of the truth, do not stop to cavil, but believe. Do
not find fault, but listen to evidence. Yield your pride to humility, and exchange your
prejudice for candor. Confer not with flesh and blood, but surrender all to God. Take the
Bible as your guide, and earnestly inquire, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" When you
once yield your natural independence and self-will for a child-like, submissive obedience,
and are willing to be taught, you will hear the voice of the true Shepherd saying, "This is the
way, walk ye in it." Christ does not propose to teach the self-conceited and self-willed. It is
only the meek whom he pledges to guide in judgment, and to whom he will teach his way.

If you are in search of truth, obedience will not be difficult. If you really want to know the
Master's will, you will thankfully receive it. We are learners in the school of Christ. A
genuine love for Jesus will of necessity create a love for the truth. Treasure up the truth in
your heart. Seek knowledge. Make this your daily prayer: "With my whole heart have I
sought thee; O let me not wander from thy commandments. Open thou mine eyes, that |
may behold wondrous things out of thy law." We are not safe only as we mold our daily life
after the divine Pattern. (Review Herald, December 2, 1875 par. 8, 9)
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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Third Quarter 2011: Worship
Lesson #2 “Worship and Exodus: Understanding Who God Is”

Read for This Week’s Study:
Exod. 3:1-15; 12:1-36; 14 20:4, 5; 32:1-6; 33:12-23; 15

Memory Text:

“‘I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage. You shall have no other gods before Me’ "(Exodus 20:2, 3, NK]V).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

Sabbath: Introduction

Sunday: Holy Ground

Monday: Death of the Firstborn: Passover and Worship
Tuesday: No Other Gods

Wednesday: “These Be Your Gods...”

Thursday: “Show Me Your Glory”

Friday: Conclusion

Questions for Consideration

What are the characteristics of the God you worship?
How does God want worshipers to relate to Him?
How does God save people?

[s it important to know God, and if so, why?

What might enable you to know Him better?

What do you understand God to be like?

oUW

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

God being judged:

There are some who say, "There is no need to reveal the righteousness of God. That's a
given. All we need are the methods and the steps He's used to set us right." But then they
use the wrong methods. It's by presenting the truth about God. "This is what God is like."
And you use all 66 books for that. Look at all the evidence as to what God is like. Does He
want to be served from fear? What does He do to His wayward children? We have to
explain that. What about His wrath, and the destruction of the wicked? He has to explain
that in order to win us back to trust, and the kind of obedience that God desires, that
springs not from fear, or law, but from love, trust, and admiration. God's way is to tell the
truth about Himself. But God has been judged as being untrue and unrighteous. And Paul
says, "God, may You be shown to be right in what You have said and win Your case when
You take it into court." 'When Thou art judged" in the Greek can be translated "when You
take it into court".

Did anyone drag God into court? Or would He have to take His own case into court? If
God's in court, He took Himself there. Nobody has power to drag Him into court. So I love




the translation "and win Your case when You take it into court.”" Has God won His case? Do
you see the court, by the way? Daniel 7— A hundred million watch when the court sits in
judgment and the books are opened. How about in Job? Is not God on trial there? Isn't He
accused of being untrustworthy, in Job? Think of other places. The universe has been
judging God. He has invited His children to examine and investigate His character and His
government, for He has been accused. In the Garden of Eden He was accused. Think of
other places. .. (Picture of God in all 66 - Romans)

Origin of “died as substitute”

The people thought, "If we offer these sacrifices, it will somehow appease the anger of God,
and He'll be pleased." And that's been even carried down to the sacrifice of Christ, that if we
point God to the fact that Jesus died in our stead, maybe His anger will be appeased. That's
the heathen view. God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself. These sacrifices
were not to appease God. They were to say something to us that might lead us to be
contrite, to be humble, to realize how serious sin is, and to say, "God, I really need not just
to be forgiven, I need to be completely changed. A new heart and a right spirit, and all those
things." If the sacrifice of Jesus doesn't lead us to that understanding, it does no good. And
David was beginning to understand that. (Picture of God in All 66 - 2 Samuel)

The law of love is the foundation of God's government, and the service of love the only service
acceptable to heaven. God has granted freedom of will to all, endowed men with capacity to
appreciate his character, and therefore with ability to love him and to choose his service. So long as
created beings worshiped God they were in harmony throughout the universe. While love to God
was supreme, love to others abounded. As there was no transgression of the law, which is the
transcript of God's character, no note of discord jarred the celestial harmonies. ..

The purpose and plan of grace existed from all eternity. Before the foundation of the world it was
according to the determinate counsel of God that man should be created and endowed with power
to do the divine will. The fall of man, with all its consequences, was not hidden from the
Omnipotent. Redemption was not an after thought, a plan formulated after the fall of Adam, but an
eternal purpose, suffered to be wrought out for the blessing, not only of this atom of a world, but for
the good of all the worlds that God had created. ..

Through creation and redemption, through nature and through Christ, the glories of the divine
character are revealed. By the marvelous display of his love in giving "his only begotten Son that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life," the character of God is
revealed to the intelligences of the universe. Through Christ our Heavenly Father is made known as
the God of love. (Signs of the Times, February 13, 1893, pars. 1,3,5)

Jesus, our Redeemer

It was in the very sight of Heaven that Satan led on the Jewish priests and rulers, and made them his
agents to stir up the passions of the murderous mob against the Prince of life. [t was in the hearing
of Heaven that the hoarse cry was raised against the Majesty of heaven, "Crucify him; crucify him."
It was in the sight of Heaven that they scourged him, that they plaited the crown of thorns, that they
mocked and derided him. But in these very scenes it was made manifest to angels and principalities
what is the power of Satan over the human mind. It was made plain that under the dominion of the
deceiver men became liars and murderers. The railings of the multitude reached the ears of God
and holy angels. The hoarse cries, that sounded like the bellowing of wild beasts, made their record




for time and eternity. Those who instigated the suffering that Jesus endured as a malefactor, will yet
behold him in all his glory. They will see that He whom they derided and rejected and crucified, that
He whom they set aside for a robber and murderer, is none other than the King of kings, and the
Lord of lords. (Signs of the Times, March 26, 1894 par. 4)

God and Moses

Moses was specially chosen to be the visible leader of the children of Israel. Through long years of
discipline he learned the lesson of humility, and he became a man whom God could teach and guide.
He endured as seeing Him who is invisible. God trusted him--a daily learner in the school of Christ --
with the leadership of the host of Israel. God talked with him face to face, as a man talketh with his
friend. He was the meekest of all men. He did not seek to control the Holy Spirit, but was himself
controlled by the Spirit. {18MR 224.1}

Moses understood the sacred character and value of the divine law. Israel was highly honored of
God, and the surrounding nations looked with admiration and wonder upon them. Their laws and
discipline, when compared with the laws of other nations, seemed even to their enemies in every
way superior to their own. Moses stands forth superior in wisdom and integrity to all the
sovereigns and statesmen of earth. Yet this man claims no credit for himself, but points the people
to God as the source of all power and wisdom. Where is there such a character among men of this
age? Those who would speak contemptuously of the law of God, are dishonoring him and casting a
shadow over the most illustrious character presented in the annals of men. (Review & Herald,
September 14, 1886 par. 11)

[ am the promise that will break through the walls,
the roar of the lion to claim the territory of love
(Bhupinder Singh, from “I Am”)

Then the day arrives
by design when we choose
to die a thousand tiny deaths.
(Paul Goldman, from “Journey without End”)

THOU hast made me, And shall thy worke decay?
Repaire me now, for now mine end doth haste
(John Donne, from “Holy Sonnet I)

Every man now worships gold, all other reverence being done away. (Sextus Propertius)

Fullness of knowledge always means some understanding of the depths of our ignorance; and that
is always conducive to humility and reverence. (Robert Millikan)

If a man loses his reverence for any part of life, he will lose his reverence for all of life. (Albert
Schweitzer)

Let parents bequeath to their children not riches, but the spirit of reverence. (Plato)



Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Third Quarter 2011: Worship
Lesson #3 “The Sabbath and Worship”

Moderator: Dave Thompson with Introduction by Lou Venden

Read for This Week’s Study:
Exod. 20:11, Deut. 5:15, Isa. 44:15-20, Matt. 11:28-30, Rom. 6:16-23.

Memory Text:
“0 come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our maker. For he is
our God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand” (Psalm 95:6, 7).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

L. Introduction

I1. Creation and Redemption: The Foundation of Worship
II1. Remember Your Creator

IV. Freedom From Slavery

V. Remember Your Sanctifier

VL. Resting in Redemption
VII Further Study

Questions for Consideration
1. What does the seventh-day Sabbath teach us about God?
2. What are the hazards of not recognizing or worshipping on the seventh-day
Sabbath?
3. How does the seventh-day Sabbath serve as a seal of God?

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

Yet Jesus said that the Sabbath was made for us; Mark 2:27. It was not to be a mere test of
obedience, but rather to be a help. | believe that the great purpose of the Sabbath is to remind
us of the truth that is the basis of our faith; the very truth that does set us free. In the first
place, the Bible tells us in Exodus 20 and Exodus 31, that the Sabbath is designed to serve as a
reminder that God created us; that we are His creatures. But to be more specific according to
Colossians 1:16, the one who created us was none other than Christ himself. The seventh day
Sabbath reminds us that the one who came to save us is also the one who made us in the
beginning. The gentle Jesus who died on Calvary is also the supreme, all powerful creator of the
universe. God did not send some subordinate person to die for us. The Creator came Himself
one who is equal with God, for he is God. By keeping holy the seventh day Sabbath, we
acknowledge our faith in Jesus as not only our Savior, but also our Creator and our God.

A second way in which the seventh-day Sabbath serves to strengthen faith is mentioned in

Exodus 31:13 and Exodus 20:12, 20. There we’re told the Sabbath is designed to remind us that
God is the one who sanctifies us. Our sanctification includes not just forgiveness, but the
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healing of the damage sin has done. It means the harmonious development of our physical,
mental and spiritual powers, until the image of God, in which we were originally created, is
perfectly restored. The observance of the seventh day Sabbath is an acknowledgement that
only the Creator can perform such a marvelous work of healing and transformation. Just as he
created us in the beginning, so He has the power to re-create us now. Surely it is no less a
miracle of creation to restore fallen human beings than it was to create them perfect in the
beginning. No wonder David prayed as he did after his sad experience with Bathsheba, “Create
in me a clean heart, O God.” Psalm 51:10.

Now some seek to accomplish this transformation by themselves by rigorous obedience, self-
discipline and self-denial. The Sabbath comes each week to remind us that only by faith in our
Creator can the healing work be done. It’s strange that Sabbath keeping should be thought to
be a legalistic act; a denial of true faith. Actually, Sabbath-keeping done in the right spirit is a
denial of legalism, a denial that we can save ourselves. it's an acknowledgment that only by
faith in the One who created us in the beginning can we possibly be healed and re-created now.
And what a perversion it is to suggest that seventh day Sabbath keeping is legalism; except that
we can turn it around that way —and it has been done.

A third way in which the Sabbath serves to remind us of the truth and strengthen our faith in
God is mentioned in Hebrews chapter four. There the Sabbath is described as a type and a
foretaste of the final rest and restoration to come. Just as God rested from his labors at the end
of creation week so there remains a Sabbath-like rest; the Greek says a ‘sabbatismos’. You can
almost hear the meaning of the word. “There remains there a Sabbath-like rest for the people
of God. When the children of Israel marched into the land of Canaan, they failed to enter into
God's rest,” the apostle says, “because of lack of faith. They possessed the Promised Land but
they did not enjoy the Sabbath-like rest that faith brings.” just remember the book of Judges.
Would you call that the Sabbath-like rest? That is not God’s intention. “But those who maintain
their faith in Christ may begin to enjoy this rest even in this life and they will enter into it fully
when they are admitted to the heavenly Canaan and Eden is restored.” So by keeping holy the
seventh day Sabbath, we acknowledge our anticipation of this Sabbath-like rest to come. We
acknowledge our faith in the second coming of Christ and the re-creation of all things.

There are more of course, but these three focuses or purposes of the Sabbath answer the three
great questions that have stood in the minds of thinking people—the three great quests of
philosophy. Where have we come from? Why are we here? And where do we go after we die?

But mankind has paid a heavy price for neglecting the Sabbath, or substituting another day. For
without the Sabbath to provide the answers to the three great questions of life, other solutions
have been substituted. Where have we come from? Without the seventh day Sabbath to
remind us that in the beginning Christ created us, room has been left for the substitution of the
theory of the evolutionary origin of the human race. Or as others say more scientifically, we
don't know where we've come from. Why are we here? How do we attain to the greatest good
in life? Without the seventh day Sabbath to remind us that righteousness and salvation come
by faith in Jesus Christ, room has been left for the substitution of the fundamental error of
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righteousness by works. Or as others have said more carelessly, we don't know why we’re here.
So let's eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow we die! And where do we go after we die?
Without the seventh day Sabbath to point forward to the second coming, to the rewards of
faith and the results of sin, room has been left for the substitution of the belief in the natural
immortality of the soul. Or as others prefer to say, we don't know where we go after we die. So
again, let's eat, drink and be merry.

Incidentally, those three substitute answers; aren’t they almost universally held? And not just
in Christianity. Belief in the natural immortality of the soul is shared by almost everybody. The
idea that salvation comes by works; Ellen White states that is the fundamental error of every
false religious system, salvation by works. There are all kinds of substitute explanations as to
where we came from that put God in a bad light, or that make of no effect the plan of salvation.
But all three of these substitutions wipe out all the significance of the plan of salvation. This is
why the seventh day Sabbath is so vital a part of God’s last message to the world. The main
difference between the many religions in the world and true Christianity lies in the answers to
these three great quests.

We also speak of the seventh-day Sabbath as being the seal of God and we all want to be sealed
at the end. In what sense do you understand the seventh day Sabbath to be the seal of God? In
what sense could it be? Would it be possible to be observing the seventh day Sabbath at the
end and be on the wrong side in the great controversy? It’s happened before. Is the mere
refraining from work from Friday sundown to Saturday sundown evidence that one has the seal
of God?

If to be “sealed” means to be so settled into the truth about God, both intellectually and
spiritually, that one cannot be moved, then obviously there have been many people who
appeared to observe the seventh-day Sabbath who were not settled into the truth. In fact they
had accepted the lie. The men who crucified Christ didn’t work from Friday sundown to
Saturday sundown. Would you say they had the seal of God? So in what sense could the
seventh-day Sabbath be the seal, do you think? The Sabbath really does sum up this truth
about God. It answers the questions about life, and the questions about God; they go right
together in a package, don’t they? {Faith, Righteousness and Salvation #13}

Isn't it significant that after all the answers during creation week, the next day was a rest day,
for reflection and celebration? And after all the answers given during crucifixion week, the next
day was a rest day, a day for reflection, for remembering, for celebration. To me, that's the
whole purpose of the Sabbath. The Sabbath is designed to remind us of the truth about God
that is the basis of our trust. It's not a test of obedience. It's not a burden; it's been made one.
It was given to man. Remember Mark 2:27? “And he said to them, ‘The Sabbath was made for
man, not man for the Sabbath; so the Son of man is lord even of the Sabbath.”" The Sabbath
was made for us, to help us, because more than at any other time we need to be reminded of
the truth that was not claimed, but revealed and demonstrated during creation week, and
during crucifixion week.
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Incidentally, was that first Sabbath our seventh day? It was our second day. Sometimes we say
we should worship every seventh day because it's built into our system that we need to rest
every seventh day. If that's a good argument, then on which day should we rest? Which is our
seventh day? Thursday! | don't know anybody who chooses Thursday. Friday yes, Saturday yes,
Sunday yes. But this would start a whole new movement. If we're supposed to rest on the
seventh day, our seventh day is Thursday. God's seventh day, with the universe watching, their
seventh day, earth time, is the one that follows all those revealing events of creation week.
That's when God and the universe celebrated. And then God says, "l want you to do the same
from here on, not to be a burden and a test of obedience; you need this. The controversy is on;
you need to be reminded once a week of the evidence | have presented, and there will be much
more coming." {Picture of God in All 66 — Genesis}

AGM: The sealing is mentioned first in Revelation, then the mark of the beast. | think the mark of
the beast, really a symbol of loyalty to the opposition, should be compared with the symbol of
loyalty to God. | believe that to receive the seal of God is to be so settled into the truth both
intellectually and spiritually that one cannot be moved. | believe that to receive the "mark of
the beast" is to be so settled into the lie, and there are Scriptures that talk about the Lie,
preferring Satan's lies to the truth - you've substituted his lies for the truth; | believe to receive
the mark of the beast is to be so settled into Satan's false picture of God that not even the Spirit
of God could move us. We cannot be moved. So in essence, the seal or the mark represents an
inner decision and commitment for eternity with respect to God.

LV: For those of us who have roots in Seventh-day Adventism, for example, the seal of God has
been tied very closely to the Sabbath. In fact, | thought we had referred to the Sabbath as the seal
of God in itself. But | hear you making a distinction there.

AGM: Well, one has to stop and realize that the people who crucified Christ kept the Seventh-day
Sabbath scrupulously; very, very carefully. Did they have the seal of God? They certainly were not
settled into the truth about God. When Jesus brought the truth about God, they said He had a
devil, and they killed Him to silence His witness. On the other hand though, you remember the
evening we talked about how the Sabbath sums up the good news about our God? | believe that
the knowing, meaningful, intelligent, thoughtful observance of the Seventh Day—as a reminder of
all these great demonstrations of the truth about our God, could be an outward expression of an
inward conviction and a “settling into” this truth about our God. The Seventh-day Sabbath
beautifully fits this mark of identification of those who are committed to the truth about God.
{CAG #10 — questions}

Further Study with Ellen White

Before entering the Promised Land, the Israelites were admonished by Moses to "keep the
Sabbath day to sanctify it." Deuteronomy 5:12. The Lord designed that by a faithful observance
of the Sabbath command, Israel should continually be reminded of their accountability to Him
as their Creator and their Redeemer. While they should keep the Sabbath in the proper spirit,

Study Collection Prepared April 2011, © Pine Knoll Publications



idolatry could not exist; but should the claims of this precept of the Decalogue be set aside as
no longer binding, the Creator would be forgotten and men would worship other gods. "l gave
them My Sabbaths," God declared, "to be a sign between Me and them, that they might know
that | am the Lord that sanctify them." Yet "they despised My judgments, and walked not in My
statutes, but polluted My Sabbaths: for their heart went after their idols." And in His appeal to
them to return to Him, He called their attention anew to the importance of keeping the
Sabbath holy. "l am the Lord your God," He said; "walk in My statutes, and keep My judgments,
and do them; and hallow My Sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between Me and you, that ye
may know that | am the Lord your God." Ezekiel 20:12, 16, 19, 20. {PK 181}

In Eden, God set up the memorial of His work of creation, in placing His blessing upon the
seventh day. The Sabbath was committed to Adam, the father and representative of the whole
human family. Its observance was to be an act of grateful acknowledgment, on the part of all
who should dwell upon the earth, that God was their Creator and their rightful Sovereign; that
they were the work of His hands and the subjects of His authority. Thus the institution was
wholly commemorative, and given to all mankind. {PP 48}

Christ had foretold that deceivers would arise, through whose influence "iniquity" should
"abound," and "the love of many" should "wax cold." Matthew 24:12. He had warned the
disciples that the church would be in more danger from this evil than from the persecution of
her enemies. Again and again Paul warned the believers against these false teachers. This peril,
above all others, they must guard against; for by receiving false teachers, they would open the
door to errors by which the enemy would dim the spiritual perceptions and shake the
confidence of those newly come to the faith of the gospel. Christ was the standard by which
they were to test the doctrines presented. All that was not in harmony with His teachings they
were to reject. Christ crucified for sin, Christ risen from the dead, Christ ascended on high--this
was the science of salvation that they were to learn and teach.

The warnings of the word of God regarding the perils surrounding the Christian church
belong to us today. As in the days of the apostles men tried by tradition and philosophy to
destroy faith in the Scriptures. So today, by the pleasing sentiments of higher criticism,
evolution, spiritualism, theosophy, and pantheism, the enemy of righteousness is seeking to
lead souls into forbidden paths. To many the Bible is as a lamp without oil, because they have
turned their minds into channels of speculative belief that bring misunderstanding and
confusion. The work of higher criticism, in dissecting, conjecturing, reconstructing, is destroying
faith in the Bible as a divine revelation. It is robbing God's word of power to control, uplift, and
inspire human lives. By spiritualism, multitudes are taught to believe that desire is the highest
law, that license is liberty, and that man is accountable only to himself. {AA 473, 474}
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Even Your Poets Say ...

And though this sabbath comes to me
Without the stoled minister
Or chanting congregation,
God’s Spirit brings communion, He
Who brooded soft on waters drear
Creator on creation.
(Elizabeth Barrett Browning, from “A Sabbath Morning at Sea”)

[ go among the trees and sit still.
All my stirring becomes quiet
around me like circles on water.
My tasks lie in their places
where I left them, asleep like cattle.
(Wendell Berry, from Sabbath Poem I)

Even Your Sages Say ...

Anybody can observe the Sabbath, but making it holy surely takes the rest of the week. (Alice
Walker)

| believe the Sabbath; | keep the Sabbath. (John Harvey Kellogg)
| don't work on my Sabbath. | write five-and-a-half or six days a week. (Chaim Potok)

The Sabbath is a weekly cathedral raised up in my dining room, in my family, in my heart.
(Anita Diament)

You must not lean on a tree on Sabbath, if the tree might be dependent on you for support.
(Ovadia Yosef)

A being is free only when it can determine and limit its activity. (Karl Barth)

Six days shall you enjoy the blessings of work;
on the seventh day, shall you understand that being is as important as doing. (MaryAnn
McKibben Dana)
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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Third Quarter 2011: Worship
Lesson #4 “Rejoicing before the Lord: The Sanctuary and Worship”

Read for This Week’s Study:
Exod. 25:1-22; 29:38,39; Exodus 35; Deut. 12:5-7,12, 18; 16:13-16

Memory Text:

“And ye shall rejoice before the Lord your God, ye, and your sons, and your daughters,
and your menservants, and your maidservants, and the Levite that is within your gates;
forasmuch as he hath no part nor inheritance with you” 2 (Deuteronomy 12:12).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide
l. “That | May Dwell Among Them”

Il. Willing Hearts

[l. The Continual Burnt Offering
V. Communion with God

V. Rejoicing Before the Lord

VL. Further Study

Questions for Consideration

1. What does the sacrificial system say about how God wants us to worship Him?

2. How were the colors used throughout the temple supposed to aid in worship?

3. How was the construction of the sanctuary and the furniture within it supposed to
create a spirit of worship?

4. Where would God rather dwell: in the sanctuary or temple?

5. Are there any relationships between the sanctuary service and the Great Controversy?

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

Unfortunately, some have come to regard the blood as if it had some magical power. Blood
simply represents the death of Christ. Unless you understand the meaning of His death, the
blood has no power. Otherwise we could be accused of hematolatry (worship of the
blood). So the power in the blood is only when we understand its meaning. This will keep
the universe secure against apostasy for eternity. So even when we sing "There's power in
the blood" we must say to ourselves, because we understand its meaning. There is no
power in merely repeating or singing those words. But understanding the meaning of the
death of Christ has great power to change my life. (Conversations About God #8)

And Ellen White indicates that if they hadn’t forgot the meaning of that one lamb, they
never would have had all the things that followed. She even says there’d have been no need
for the Ten Commandments if they had heeded the simple commands given to Abraham.
There would have been no need for circumcision. It’s just that God added and added and
added because we needed it. Finally we have this complicated system, which in some ways
makes it more and more difficult to understand the truth. The simple truth was, as
Hebrews put it, the killing of the animals didn’t solve the problem. It says every time they
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killed the animal, there was a reminder of sin. It did not solve the problem. All the blood
that was shed did not solve the problem. Now under the law without the shedding of blood
there was no remission of sin. But it didn’t work. It didn’t clear things. Not until Jesus
came and said, “you don’t desire sacrifice, what you want is truth in the inner man”; you
want open ears. (Atonement and Your Picture of God)

Even Moses says “You know what it really means to keep the law? To love God with all your
heart, and your neighbor as yourself, and you shall not hate your neighbor in your heart.” When
Jesus was asked to summarize the Decalogue He quoted Moses word-for-word in Leviticus and
Deuteronomy. And then when you come to Amos, and Micah and Isaiah and Jeremiah and
Hosea, they all say the same thing. God doesn’t want blood and sacrifices and offerings and all
the rest of it. What He wants is that we walk humbly with our God. He says, “All | want is let
me be your God, and you be my people. If you’re willing to listen, we can do great things
together. And | can easily heal all the damage done.” He keeps saying that over and over. And
if all the laws and the ceremonies; if the cross, if the ministry of Christ in Heaven does not bring
us to the place where God can say “I’ve done it. 1I’m your God, you’re my people and we trust
each other,” then the whole thing is a failure. (Questions People are Asking About the Plan of
Salvation)

In patriarchal times the sacrificial offerings connected with divine worship constituted a
perpetual reminder of the coming of a Saviour, and thus it was with the entire ritual of the
sanctuary services throughout Israel's history. In the ministration of the tabernacle, and of
the temple that afterward took its place, the people were taught each day, by means of
types and shadows, the great truths relative to the advent of Christ as Redeemer, Priest,
and King; and once each year their minds were carried forward to the closing events of the
great controversy between Christ and Satan, the final purification of the universe from sin
and sinners. The sacrifices and offerings of the Mosaic ritual were ever pointing toward a
better service, even a heavenly. The earthly sanctuary was "a figure for the time then
present,” in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices; its two holy places were "patterns
of things in the heavens;" for Christ, our great High Priest, is today "a minister of the
sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man." Hebrews 9:9,
23; 8:2. (PK 684.3)

In all these revelations of the divine presence the glory of God was manifested through
Christ. Not alone at the Saviour's advent, but through all the ages after the Fall and the
promise of redemption, "God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself." 2
Corinthians 5:19. Christ was the foundation and center of the sacrificial system in both the
patriarchal and the Jewish age. Since the sin of our first parents there has been no direct
communication between God and man. The Father has given the world into the hands of
Christ, that through His mediatorial work He may redeem man and vindicate the authority
and holiness of the law of God. All the communion between heaven and the fallen race has
been through Christ. It was the Son of God that gave to our first parents the promise of
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redemption. It was He who revealed Himself to the patriarchs. Adam, Noah, Abraham,
[saac, Jacob, and Moses understood the gospel. (PP 367.2)

The ceremonial law was given by Christ. Even after it was no longer to be observed, Paul
presented it before the Jews in its true position and value, showing its place in the plan of
redemption and its relation to the work of Christ; and the great apostle pronounces this
law glorious, worthy of its divine Originator. The solemn service of the sanctuary typified
the grand truths that were to be revealed through successive generations. The cloud of
incense ascending with the prayers of Israel represents His righteousness that alone can
make the sinner's prayer acceptable to God; the bleeding victim on the altar of sacrifice
testified of a Redeemer to come; and from the holy of holies the visible token of the divine
Presence shone forth. Thus through age after age of darkness and apostasy faith was kept
alive in the hearts of men until the time came for the advent of the promised Messiah. (PP
367.2)

Everything worn by the priest was to be whole and without blemish. By those beautiful
official garments was represented the character of the great antitype, Jesus Christ. Nothing
but perfection, in dress and attitude, in word and spirit, could be acceptable to God. He is
holy, and His glory and perfection must be represented by the earthly service. Nothing but
perfection could properly represent the sacredness of the heavenly service. (DA 710.1)

Christ was the leader of the children of Israel in their wilderness wanderings. Enshrouded
in the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night, He led and guided them. He
preserved them from the perils of the wilderness, He brought them into the land of
promise, and in the sight of all the nations that acknowledged not God He established Israel
as His own chosen possession, the Lord's vineyard. (COL 287.1)

Christ was their instructor. As He had been with them in the wilderness, so He was still to
be their teacher and guide. In the tabernacle and the temple His glory dwelt in the holy
shekinah above the mercy seat. In their behalf He constantly manifested the riches of His
love and patience. (COL 288)

The Jewish leaders looked with pride upon their magnificent temple, and the imposing rites
of their religious service; but justice, mercy, and the love of God were lacking. The glory of
the temple, the splendor of their service, could not recommend them to God; for that which
alone is of value in His sight they did not offer. They did not bring Him the sacrifice of a
humble and contrite spirit. It is when the vital principles of the kingdom of God are lost that
ceremonies become multitudinous and extravagant. (COL 298)

Colors associated with the sanctuary:

1. Courtyard surrounded by white linen = righteousness of Christ.
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2. Entrance to courtyard was multicolored: blue (God’s law), scarlet (Christ’s
humanity), purple, gold and linen(faith).
3. Priestdressed in fine white linen (shorts, robe, belt and turban)
Furniture associated with the sanctuary:

1. Courtyard = Justification (blood-sacrifice, water-laver and fire-brazen alter)

2. Holy Place = Santification (candlesticks-light to show the way; shewbread - His
Word provides strength; and alter of incense - live in atmosphere of intercession)

3. Most Holy Place = Glorification (Ark and the Shekinah)

Life is but life, and death but death!
Bliss is but bliss, and breath but breath!
And if, indeed, I fail,

At least to know the worst is sweet.
Defeat means nothing but defeat,

No drearier can prevail!

(Emily Dickinson, “T’is so Much Joy”)

Yet O my soul supreme!

Know'st thou the joys of pensive thought?

Joys of the free and lonesome heart, the tender, gloomy heart?
Joys of the solitary walk, the spirit bow'd yet proud, the suffering
and the struggle?

The agonistic throes, the ecstasies, joys of the solemn musings day
or night?

(Walt Whitmann, from “Song of Joys”)

You can complain because roses have thorns, or you can rejoice because thorns have roses. (Ziggy)

[ think we all sin by needlessly disobeying the apostolic injunction to "rejoice” as much as by
anything else. (C.S. Lewis)

Carpe diem! Rejoice while you are alive; enjoy the day; live life to the fullest; make the most of what
you have. It is later than you think. (Horace)

Be a sinner and sin strongly, but more strongly have faith and rejoice in Christ. (Martin Luther)

When we rejoice in our fullness, then we can part without fruits with joy. (Rabindranath Tagore)
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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Third Quarter 2011: Worship
March, 2011 Lesson #5 “Happy are You, O Israel!”

Read for This Week'’s Study:
Leviticus 9; 10:1-11; Deut. 33:26-29; 1 Samuel 1; 15:22, 23; Rev. 20:9.

Memory Text:

“Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; who put darkness for light, and light

for darkness; who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! Woe to those who are wise in
their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight.” (Isaiah 5: 20-21)

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

L. Introduction

I1. The Dedication

I11. Fire from before God

IV. Happy are You, O Israel
V. An Attitude of Surrender
VL Worship and Obedience
VII Further Study

Questions for Consideration

1.

God pitched his tent among us; this was Him actually moving in. What would he "pitch" now?
Cathedrals? What does it say about God that He was willing to live in a tent? Would you want God
to pitch His tent next to yours? Might it matter what God was like?

Our relationship with God is a life and death choice. It's crucial that we recognize how important
those choices are. Also, this is the first text where men are consumed by the glory of God--and
they're not burned up! A critical passage in our understanding of the final end of sinners, and a key
point on which our picture of God hangs.

Moses misrepresented God. This is the same rock that was struck once, before. Pagan religions had
gods that must be appeased over and over by their subjects making sacrifices--food, animals, and
children. God was trying to point out that He was willing to sacrifice Himself, and then WE would be
changed--and could trust Him enough to just ask for what we needed.

Many people make promises to God-very few follow through like Hannah did.

God prefers obedience over sacrifice? Interestingly, to obey WAS to sacrifice. Why did God want
sacrifices? To help us understand the life and death nature of our choices, and the lethal nature of
sin, so that we would be safe! And why did He instruct Saul to destroy everything? So the people
would not get sucked into sin, to their own hurt--so that they would be safe!
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Nadab & Abihu

Other things that the services would say to the people, and we discussed this last time. ..
certainly to conduct the sacrifices and the services as described in detail would suggest
holiness as we approach God; purity, modesty, reverence. But evidently this was not
enough, because we have the story of Nadab and Abihu who staggered drunk into the
tabernacle to try out some new incense in the presence of God. And God took their act of
irreverence very seriously. For, as we have discussed before, reverence for God is the
beginning of wisdom. If there is no respect in the classroom, nothing happens that's good.
That's why it is so difficult to have freedom in the classroom and yet all due respect. How to
achieve that balance; I think that's the most difficult thing God has sought to accomplish.
How to have reverence without fear!

When there's irreverence, He can't even tell people He doesn't want them to be afraid. So
when Nadab and Abihu behaved so grossly, God acted with terrible majesty and power, and
the people were, I'm sure, duly impressed, but mixed with fear. {Picture of God in all 66 -
Leviticus}

And David was angry, it says, doesn't it? He was angry. And he also was scared. What do
you think scared him? Is it that he suddenly came to the conclusion that there are times
when, if there is any sin in your life, God will kill you, as He had just done to Uzzah? And
David would think, "I probably have some sin in my life. Maybe I won't even make it home
today." Every time God acts like this, as with the she-bears, you remember, and Nadab and
Abihu, and Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, fear spreads through the family. And God does not
like us to be afraid, but it might cause one to re-examine the situation. And didn't David do
that? (Picture of God in all 66 - 1 Samuel)

Misrepresenting God

... But now at the rock, Moses shows no concern for God's reputation. Instead, he's angry,
when God isn't. And Moses stands at the rock and says, "You ungrateful rebels; must we
bring forth water from this rock?" And he hits it twice. And I'd venture, before his rod hit
the rock twice, he realized what he'd done, and he repented.

But why would God take that so seriously? Isn't this where the whole great controversy
began? When a highly trusted person who came from the very presence of God, and
reflected the brilliant glory of God, and therefore was regarded as speaking with almost
unlimited authority-Lucifer, the Light-bearer, began to misrepresent God. He began to
picture God to the angels as exacting, unforgiving and severe, a harsh God who laid
arbitrary requirements on His people, just to show His authority and test their obedience.
The whole disastrous controversy that has spread throughout this universe began when a
highly trusted person began to obscure and pervert and twist the truth about God. And I
doubt anybody in the audience in the wilderness gave that any consideration at all. But the
angels knew. They knew how that whole thing began, and they could understand why God
would take it so seriously. And God could turn to the angels and say, "Any questions about
why I'm not letting Moses in? He's always been My best friend, and he will remain My best
friend. But he did something, and I've forgiven him. But I must go on record before My
family in the universe that the most destructive thing you can ever do is to misrepresent
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Me. That's where it all began, and that's why it's costing Me so much to clear up all these
misunderstandings."”

[ believe that Moses' sin is the most destructive sin a person can ever commit. And it's not
just disobedience. It's not destroying a symbol. But it is misrepresenting God. Now how
often have you ever prayed at night, "If today, to my children I left the impression Lord, that
You are in any way arbitrary, vengeful, exacting, unforgiving and severe, then ['m sorry for
that more than some other terrible things I may have done." (Picture of God in all 66 -
Leviticus)

Obedience

As you understand Hebrew parallelism, and when we get into more poetry we should think
of that a little more, the second line may emphasize or enlarge the point made in the first
line, which means that "to obey" means particularly "to hearken," and vice versa, As, |
believe you pointed out in the Shemah it's not just "listen," it's "hearken," which is an
attentive kind of listening, with an intent to do what you're asked to do.

Now, what's so significant is that if you carry that over into the New Testament, in the
Greek, the Greek word for "obedience" is literally "a willingness to listen"-to "hearken."
God asks of us an unreserved willingness to listen. He does not expect perfect performance.
He knows better than that. But if He gets less than a totally committed willingness to listen
or hearken, nothing good's going to happen. If we only listen part time, if we cooperate part
time and cheat the rest, nothing good can happen. It's not too much of God to ask our total
willingness to listen, and to hearken. That's the real meaning of obedience. (Picture of God
in all 66 - 1 Samuel)

What I like about this is, the kind of worship God desires is described as rational,
intelligent, spiritual worship; not mechanical, not ritualistic, not ceremonial. We worship
an intelligent God. He wants us to worship Him in spirit and in truth, Jesus said. So to do
something mechanical, learned by rate, is a terrible misrepresentation of the truth about
God. Remember Isaiah? "Your worship of Me is but the commandments of men learned by
rote." You come into the temple, but your hearts aren't in it. Remember the Sabbath-
keepers in Amos? All that kind of unthinking obedience suggests an unthinking God.
(Picture of God in all 66 - Romans)

Rote, mechanical, legalistic, unthinking obedience implies a rote, mechanical, unthinking,
legalistic, arbitrary God. And those who God chose to be His spokesmen to the world
turned out to be the most serious perverters of the truth. To the extent that, when Christ
came to set them right and give them a correct picture of God, it was His family, His
Sabbath-keeping saints in the Promised Land, who killed Him rather than accept the truth.
(Galatians Pt 5)

So it will be in the great final day, when judgment shall fall upon the rejecters of God's
grace. Christ, their rock of offense, will then appear to them as an avenging mountain. The
glory of His countenance, which to the righteous is life, will be to the wicked a consuming
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fire. (Desire of Ages 600.2)

[t is beyond the power of the human mind to estimate the evil which has been wrought
by the heresy of eternal torment. The religion of the Bible, full of love and goodness, and
abounding in compassion, is darkened by superstition and clothed with terror. When we
consider in what false colors Satan has painted the character of God, can we wonder that
our merciful Creator is feared, dreaded, and even hated? The appalling views of God which
have spread over the world from the teachings of the pulpit have made thousands, yea,
millions, of skeptics and infidels. (4 Spirit of Prophecy 356.2)

Nadab and Abihu

The punishment that fell upon Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, shows how God
regards those ministers who do that which dishonors their sacred office. These men were
consecrated to the priesthood, but they had not learned to control themselves. Habits of
self-indulgence, long cherished, had obtained a hold upon them which even the
responsibility of their office had not power to break. (Gospel Workers 20.2)

Moses Striking the Rock:

When Israel murmured against God and against Moses, because they could get no water,
they accused him of leading them out to kill them and their children. God heard their
murmurings, and bade Moses smite the rock, that the children of Israel might have water.
Moses smote the rock in wrath, and took the glory to himself. The continual waywardness
and murmuring of the children of Israel had caused him the keenest sorrow, and for a little
he forgot how much God had borne with them, and that their murmuring was not against
Moses, but against God. He thought only of himself, how deeply he was wronged, and how
little gratitude they manifested in return, for his deep love for them. (1 SG 41.1)

Moses revealed great weakness before the people. He showed a marked lack of self-
control, a spirit similar to that possessed by the murmurers. He should have been an
example of forbearance and patience before that multitude, who were ready to excuse their
failures, disaffections, and unreasonable murmurings, on account of this exhibition of
wrong on his part. The greatest sin consisted in assuming to take the place of God. The
position of honor that Moses had heretofore occupied did not lessen his guilt, but greatly
magnified it. Here was a man hitherto blameless, now fallen. Many in a similar position
would reason that their sin would be overlooked because of their long life of unwavering
fidelity. But no; it was a more serious matter for a man who had been honored of God to
show weakness of character in the exhibition of passion than if he had occupied a less
responsible position. Moses was a representative of Christ, but how sadly was the figure
marred! (4 Testimonies 370.1)

Worship and Obedience

"Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry."
Rebellion originated with Satan, and all rebellion against God is directly due to satanic
influence. Those who set themselves against the government of God have entered into an
alliance with the archapostate, and he will exercise his power and cunning to captivate the
senses and mislead the understanding. He will cause everything to appear in a false light.
Like our first parents, those who are under his bewitching spell see only the great benefits
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to be received by transgression. (Patriarchs and Prophets 635.1)

No stronger evidence can be given of Satan's delusive power than that many who are
thus led by him deceive themselves with the belief that they are in the service of God.
(Patriarchs and Prophets 635.2)

In the golden light'ning
Of the sunken sun,
O'er which clouds are bright'ning,
Thou dost float and run,
Like an unbodied joy whose race is just begun.
(Percy Bysshe Shelley, from “To a Skylark”)

A single God - touch
From God’s Compassion — Height
Can transform man’s unimaginable
And countless weaknesses
Into God’s own infinite,
Immortal and omnipotent Power.
(Sri Chimnoy, from “Compassion”)

Be happy. It's one way of being wise. (Sidonie Gabrielle)

Love is the condition in which the happiness of another person is essential to your own.
(Robert Heinlein)

Success is not the key to happiness. Happiness is the key to success. If you love what you
are doing, you will be successful. (Herman Cain)

The reason people find it so hard to be happy is that they always see the past better than it
was, the present worse than it is, and the future less resolved than it will be. (Marcel
Pagnol)

If you want to live a happy life, tie it to a goal, not to people or things. (Albert Einstein)

Thousands of candles can be lit from a single candle, and the life of the candle will not be
shortened. Happiness never decreases by being shared. (The Buddha)

Study Collection Prepared March 2011, © Pine Knoll Publications



Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Third Quarter 2011: Worship

Lesson #6 “Worship and Song and Praise”
Moderator: Smyrna Tuburan

Read for This Week’s Study:
1 Chron. 16:8-36; Ps. 32:1-5; 51:1-6, 17; Phil. 4:8; Rev. 4:9-11; 5:9-13

Memory Text:
“0 sing unto the Lord a new song: sing unto the Lord, all the earth” (Psalm 96:1).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

L. Introduction

I1. Between Saul and David

I11. A Broken Heart, A Broken Spirit

IV. David: A Song of Praise and Worship
V. David’s Song

VL “Sing a New Song to the Lord!”

VII Further Study

Questions for Consideration

1. What has been your own spiritual experience with the power of music?

2. In what ways do your culture and society impact the music in your church?

3. What are ways that we can evaluate the role of music in our church services? How do
you approach music that you may deem inappropriate for worship?

4. Assuming the capacities to sense and appreciate music are faculties created by God,
what does this say about God?

5. What kind of music do you listen to, and how does it impact your relationship with God?
Is music worship in and of itself, or just a form of worship?

Further Study with Ellen White

The soul may ascend nearer heaven on the wings of praise. God is worshiped with song and
music in the courts above, and as we express our gratitude, we are approximating to the
worship of the heavenly hosts. “Whoso offereth praise glorifieth” God. Let us with reverent
joy come before our Creator, with “thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.” (My Life Today,
33)

Music forms a part of God’s worship in the courts above, and we should endeavor, in our
songs of praise, to approach as nearly as possible to the harmony of the heavenly choirs.
The proper training of the voice is an important feature in education, and should not be
neglected. Singing, as a part of religious service, is as much an act of worship as is prayer.—
Patriarchs and Prophets, 594. (Reflecting Christ, 255)

Music can be a great power for good; yet we do not make the most of this branch of
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worship. The singing is generally done from impulse or to meet special cases, and at other
times those who sing are left to blunder along, and the music loses its proper effect upon
the minds of those present. Music should have beauty, pathos, and power. Let the voices be
lifted in songs of praise and devotion. Call to your aid, if practicable, instrumental music,
and let the glorious harmony ascend to God, an acceptable offering. (Evangelism, 505)

Those who make singing a part of divine worship should select hymns with music
appropriate to the occasion, not funeral notes, but cheerful, yet solemn melodies. The voice
can and should be modulated, softened, and subdued.—The Signs of the Times, June 22,
1882. (Pastoral Ministry, 178)

God's Commandments in Song--As the people journeyed through the wilderness, many
precious lessons were fixed in their minds by means of song. At their deliverance from
Pharaoh's army the whole host of Israel had joined in the song of triumph. Far over desert
and sea rang the joyous refrain, and the mountains re-echoed the accents of praise, "Sing ye
to the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously." Exodus 15:21. Often on the journey was this
song repeated, cheering the hearts and kindling the faith of the pilgrim travelers. The
commandments as given from Sinai, with promises of God's favor and records of His
wonderful works for their deliverance, were by divine direction expressed in song, and
were chanted to the sound of instrumental music, the people keeping step as their voices
united in praise. {VSS 446.1}

Thus their thoughts were uplifted from the trials and difficulties of the way, the restless,
turbulent spirit was soothed and calmed, the principles of truth were implanted in the
memory, and faith was strengthened. Concert of action taught order and unity, and the
people were brought into closer touch with God and with one another.--Ed 39.

Even Your Poets Say. ..
[ have come into this world to hear this:
every song the earth has sung since it was conceived in
the Divine's womb and began spinning from
His wish,
every song by wing and fin and hoof,

every song by hill and field and tree and woman and child,
every song of stream and rock,
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every song of tool and lyre and flute,
every song of gold and emerald
and fire,

every song the heart should cry with magnificent dignity
to know itself
as God:

for all other knowledge will leave us again in want and aching -
only imbibing the glorious Sun

will complete us.

(Daniel Ladinsky, “I Have Come Into the World to See This”)

Even Your Sages Say. ..

All music should have no other end and aim than the glory of God and the soul's
refreshment; where this is not remembered there is no real music but only a devilish hub-
bub. (J. S. Bach)

When I worship, I would rather my heart be without words than my words be without
heart. (Lamar Boschman)

Any one can sing in the sunshine. You and I should sing on when the sun has gone down, or
when clouds pour out their rain, for Christ is with us. (Anonymous)

God is not moved or impressed with our worship until our hearts are moved and
impressed by Him. (Kelly Sparks)

Musical Instruments in celebrating the praises of God would be no more suitable than the
burning of incense, the lighting of lamps, and the restoration of the other shadows of the

law. (John Calvin)

Do not flatter yourselves: if you go to places of worship merely to look about you or to hear
music, you are not worshipping God. (Charles H. Spurgeon)
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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Third Quarter 2011: Worship

March, 2011 Lesson #7 “Worship in the Psalms”

Read for This Week’s Study!"
Ps. #81%¢" " OQ*+", -4 ("7, 108" O*+"1%4" " (("12!13420"-$! 3 #4'3$$!34/4'3 , 31#'

Memory Text:

"678"*79:%;<("; 7=>"?28 1 *<@A"B*)C 1"
D'E7>?"F*+<AGH; I'T ;"(7=*"; 2 )>@(": 9 @"K)<@H('K7>"
HGZ'CT=>H("TKHG S "E7>28'+ ;"G )>H) @2+ ;K2 (G'C>;"
T=HK7>"HG "< <@A'L7?'M*™ ()*+"2, 135"#5"NOPQ.

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide
0." 0@H>7?=CH7@"
00." R7>(GB'HG:"E7>?''D=>"J)S:>
000."  T=?A+:@H'U>7+"6<("V)@CH=)>;"
0P."  E<S:zHG:"W:2)(H("XG)H"™ =><(G"
P. R7>(GB")@?"HG:"V)@CH=)>;"
PO."  E:(HR:'U7>AZHI"
P00 U=>HG:>'VH="?;

Questions for Consideration

3" 678"?7'8:"=0?:>(H)@?H:-YH(")Z7=H'L7?[("CG)>)CH:>"8G:@HG:>:"(- : +"H7"'Z:"
C7T@H>) 2<C7@ () Z7=H'H<@"HG - "W<Z* - "MN\AY] 6 - <("(*78"H7"8>)HG]™ 9(."6<("8>)HG"<("
N=CS*;"S@7?*:?] ("

# B78"27'8:"=(2HG:"" )+ (HT™:)>@'8C)HLT2"("S:IH7"(; ="6<("CG)>)CH> "

%" RG)H")>:"(7+:"7TKHG :"B>) CKC)*) BBRCYK7@("7TK'HG =" ™ O *+ (<@ 7=>"<9: ("H7?);_"

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell
Judgment

Can you imagine a scene of several of us admitted into heaven over the Father's protest? And we’re
declaring, “But He just doesn't understand!”. Well, we're destroying the whole structure of our happiness
and security for eternity, if this is true. Jesus said “I will not intercede with the Father for you.” Why?
He gives the reason.  “For the Father Himself loves you, just as much as [ do.”  That is, there's no
need. And Goodspeed, in 1923, way back then, has a very venturesome rendering, which doesn't go
beyond the Greek. “There is no need for me to intercede with the Father for you, for the Father loves
you Himself.” Stunning. But think of the implications here. In the Bible we have intercession, priestly
intercession, all the way along, don't we? Just as we have judgment pictures all the way along, and then
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Jesus says, "You know, I won't be your judge. The Father won't be your judge. The word will be your
judge." Then why did you give us these other pictures? "It's what you needed, until I could tell you.
There's nothing arbitrary in this. You'll be judged by whether or not you've responded to the truth, and
have been won back to faith." That's the judgment! (Picture of God in All 66 - John)

Someone came between because of the emergency. It's not ideal. God would like to deal directly with us,
face to face, as a man speaks with his friend. But because we don't know God, and we've been afraid, God
has given us these pictures. He's given us a picture even of Jesus being our Judge. Doesn't Jesus deal with
this? He says, "You're all comforted that I'm going to be your Judge. Because you were scared My Father
was going to judge you, isn't that right?"

They said, "Oh, we're so relieved You're going to be our Judge." Is that because the Father is not as
gracious and forgiving as the Son, that we say we're glad the Son's going to be our Judge? So before He
went back to heaven, He said, "I've got to clear that up, too. Actually, if you've seen Me, you've seen the
Father. You'd receive just as gracious judgment from My Father as from Me. But I'd like to take you a
step further. I'm not going to judge you anyway." "Oh, there'll be something that will judge you. The truth
will judge you. The truth about My Father in the Great Controversy. The truth about the kind of person
He is and what He wants of His children, and the way He governs the universe. That's the truth. If you
have loved that truth and it has led you to repentance and faith and trust, you will have stood humbly in
Our Presence and said, "What must I do to be saved and healed?' and We will have been able to save and
heal you, and all will be well. But if you have turned down this truth about My Father and about Me, you
will not know us; you will not be Our friends; you will not trust Us enough to listen; We will not be able
to heal you; and you will perish and We will cry." And that's the judgment. (Picture of God in All 66 -
Leviticus)

Forgiveness

When do you think the prodigal son really came to know his father, and the kindness of his father led him
to real repentance? Don't you think it's after he discovered he'd been forgiven? Which comes first,
forgiveness or repentance? In a sense, the forgiveness is offered, and some of us are won by that to
repentance. If we're legalists, you have to do it all in the right order, you know, or God can't do it. He's
not that kind of a God. He wants us to come home all the time, not willing that any of His children should
be lost, but that all should come to repentance. (Picture of God in All 66 - Luke)

Is it possible that Adam reasoned, "I know God is so gracious, surely He won't go through with that
threatened penalty of death; He'll forgive us"? But was that the problem? Did God forgive them? But does
forgiveness heal the damage done? See, they were changed by sin and distrust. They had become
vulnerable now, as you suggested, to the deceptions of the adversary. And so God forgave them, but now
there was need for discipline and healing and all those other things. So I think Adam misunderstood that
warning, "In the day you eat thereof you will die," as a threat, as a penalty, "In the day you eat thereof-as
a penalty--1 will have to execute you." And he thought, "Here is my lovely wife, and this is our first
offense. Surely He'll forgive." Yes, He forgave, but that doesn't heal the damage done. (Picture of God in
All 66 - Genesis)

I think that when he said this, he showed himself way in advance of many modern theologians, who beg
for forgiveness, but don't ask for the clean heart and right spirit. Nobody's going to be saved without the
clean heart and the right spirit. Forgiveness doesn't get us into heaven. That's legalism. Heaven will not be
peopled with pardoned crooks, but with people who have new hearts and right spirits; and we don't have
to use just this verse, but how about what Jesus said to Nicodemus?

He didn't say, "Nicodemus, unless you be officially pardoned, you'll not get into the Kingdom." He said,
"Unless you have a new heart and right spirit, and be reborn, you'll not see the Kingdom." That runs all



through the Bible. (Picture of God in All 66 - 2 Samuel)

Salvation

I will treat them as though they had always been My loyal children. That's all God has ever wanted. But
He's had to add a lot of things, hasn't He? And that's Galatians 3. The law was added because of
transgression, to be our guardian, our custodian, to bring us to Christ, to bring us back to the place where
we say, "You be our God; and we'll be Your people. We're willing to listen. We trust You." And God can
save and heal all who trust Him.

If only we could understand that, we wouldn't need so many other aids. But God's a good Teacher. If we
don't trust Him, He'll lay hands on us; He'll discipline us; He'll raise His voice; He'll give us a thousand
rules to protect us in our ignorance and immaturity. But all He wants in the end is that we trust Him.

The whole plan of salvation, the cross, everything, if it does not lead us back to trust Him, it will do us no
good whatsoever. God can only save those who trust Him. The only people who are safe to save are those
whom He can trust, and who will behave as described earlier in Jeremiah and all the other prophets.
There's nothing legalistic about that. It isn't even a legal problem. It's a problem of trust, of honesty,
integrity, humility, willingness to listen. And God, the Infinite One, has all the power needed to heal the
damage done. He's not so concerned with forgiveness as with healing the damage done and restoring us to
the condition we were in before sin ever came into the universe, when there was no need to mention law.
It was written on the hearts of the angels.

There's a magnificent description here of what God really wants. Are we emphasizing this at this present
time? Are we known for this? Well, here's a way to test it. Look at Jeremiah 9:23 in the light of all this.
(Picture of God in All 66 - Jeremiah)

Further Study with Ellen White
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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Third Quarter 2011: ¥ "#$%:"(
Lesson 8 “Conformity, Compromise, )*+ Crisis {* Worship”

b

Read for this week’s study

Gen. 6:5, Deut. 12:8, 13:18, 1 Kings 11:1-13, 1 Kings 18, Jer. 17:5, Mal. 3:16-4:6.
Memory Text

“But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use
have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. : ! "#$"%é& 5:14, NK]JV;.

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide
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Questions for Consideration

From Moderator: Douglas Clark
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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes

Third Quarter 2011: Worship

Lesson #9 “’Trust Not in Deceptive Words’: The Prophets and Worship”
Moderator: Paul Jacobson

Read for This Week’s Study:
Isa. 1:11-15, 6:1-8, Isaiah 44, 58:1-10, Jer. 7:1-10, Mic. 6:1-8.

Memory Text:

“‘Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and lay out before me what has
happened since I established my ancient people, and what is yet to come—yes, let him
foretell what will come’” (Isaiah 44:7, NIV).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

L. Introduction

I1. A Thousand Rams?

I1L. The Call of Isaiah

IV. No More Vain Oblations

V. Profitable for Nothing

VL “This is the Temple of the Lord, The Temple of the Lord...”
VII Further Study

Questions for Consideration
1. After Micah points out all that God has done for Israel, what does he say God
requires of them? (Micah 6:8)

2. What was Isaiah's message to Israel? (Isaiah 1: 16,17) What was Jeremiah's message
to Israel? (Jeremiah 7:5-8) How do their messages reflect their picture of God?

3. Why did God choose to reveal Himself in such a glorious way to Isaiah when He
called him, instead of the humble way He called the disciples when He was on Earth?
(Isaiah 1)

4. What relationship does reason have to forgiveness of sin? (Isaiah 1:18; 44)

5. What was the underlying message of the prophets' appeals to Israel? Does it have
any relationship to worship?

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell
Taken from Audio of the Picture of God in all 66 series done in Riverside, California, 1981-
1982. Copyright Graham Maxwell

from Isaiah

It's just plain stupid to worship anything other than our infinitely powerful, but equally
gracious God. Worshipping this God is just good sense! Good common sense.

Study Collection Prepared April 2011, © Pine Knoll Publications



[ have to admit, the children of Israel never looked very good; sometimes a little better than
other times, but most of the time not very good. From the time He brought them from
Egyptian captivity till He let the ten northern tribes go into oblivion and the two southern
tribes go to Babylon, and even when He brought them back they still didn't look very good.
Read Ezra, Nehemiah, Haggai, Zechariah. When Jesus came to live among them, they didn't
look very good. They opposed Him, tortured Him to death.

What did you think of Isaiah 48:9 as an explanation for why all these hundreds of years God
continues working with these people? Soon He's going to let them go.

"For my name's sake I defer my anger, for the sake of my praise I restrain it for you, that I
may not cut you off. (RSV)

Is He a selfish God? Has God taken advantage of us for selfish purposes? Well, it all depends
on what He's trying to say about Himself.

Throughout all this history of all these centuries, is not God primarily saying, "I
don't know of any other way to reveal this to you, but I have been accused. I am not
the kind of Person My enemies have made Me out to be. [ am not arbitrary, vengeful,
exacting, unforgiving and severe, untrustworthy, a lying God, as the former Lucifer,
now Satan the adversary, makes Me out to be.

"But it does no good for Me to stand up and say I'm not as he has made Me out to be.
[ have to show you, and I show you through all these years by the way that I deal
with the human race. And most particularly with the way I deal with Abraham, My
friend. And he's one of the best friends I ever had. His children haven't been very
friendly. In every generation I've had a few friends, and I've loved to compliment
them and praise them before the heavenly family. And they know how I long to
have more friends.

"When they crucify My Son, I'll have a few friends. I'll win a centurion. I'll win a
thief, a robber who is being crucified with Him. But most of all, I'll confirm the trust
of My loyal angels. I'm saying something about Myself.

"But if I win in this great conflict, if I prove that yes, [ am infinitely powerful, but
['m also equally gracious, and I'm not arbitrary and exacting and severe; I value
nothing higher than your freedom—that’s why I'm not asking you to believe
without all this costly evidence. If [ prove that's the kind of God I am, then you'll
want to live with Me. For if I'm not that kind of God, you won't.

"Then until I prove the kind of God I am, I can't ask you to trust Me; I can't ask you
to want to live with Me for eternity; I can't even ask you to look forward to the
Second Coming—because the way ['m usually portrayed in the pulpit, who'd want
Me to come? Who'd want to live next door to Me?"

Therefore, for us friends of God, is it selfish for God to want to win? If He wins, we
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win. If He had lost, we would have lost. I'm glad God says, "The most important
thing of all is that I reveal the truth about Myself."

And those of us who have been willing as members of the family to let Him work through
us —which isn't really very much; He's done it all. He won the great controversy alone -but
if like Job, I'm willing to let God work through me—we sometimes say "use me” to say
something about Himself, even though it may be very unpleasant... as Jeremiah finds
when he faces cruel opposition—in the end when we look back, we'll realize we had the
privilege of acting like loyal members of the family. And we are very pleased that God
should win.

And of course, He's very pleased when He wins some of us. It is not selfish for God to be
working through human history all these hundreds of years to win His case in the great
controversy. Because that's so that WE can win.

So He says, "I have borne with Israel for hundreds of years. You know why? To say
something about Myself. And even when I let them go into captivity, watch Me bless Daniel.
And Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. Watch Me bless Esther and Mordecai. And watch Me
work on Nebuchadnezzar. ['m going to win that king!" as He apparently did.

When you have the larger view, then we're happy that God has done this thing. Without the
great controversy view, so much of this doesn't seem to make any sense at all.

So I think it's very significant that in these books, these most significant theological
books, we also are given a picture of the two sides: the picture of Satan, and the
picture of God. As in the last book of the Bible, which more than any other says,
"Look a little higher when you're puzzled by what's going on. Catch a glimpse of
this controversy that has divided the whole universe. See God on the basis of
evidence trying to win us to the truth. See the adversary, who has no evidence in
his support, using every other method—the common methods of religion,
authority, miracle, force." Right? All through the centuries these are the methods of
the adversary. God does not need to use them. Ideally, and when everything is over,
this is all He'll use—He prefers the still, small voice.

What a privilege to live with a God who we know, if He wished could rise and wipe out the
whole universe He once created. And He prefers to win our love and respect without
raising His voice, without any fear, with a still small voice of persuasive truth and evidence.
Ah, that's a God worth looking forward to living with! And Isaiah surely has a marvelous
picture of Him.

To think of turning from this kind of a God, who when trouble developed in the family, even
finally came in Person saying, "Look at Me, listen, touch Me, see how I treat My enemies.

This is the kind of God I invite you to live with for eternity."

Jeremiah
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The main thing to rejoice in is that we know what God is like. Then everything else
follows. I wish we'd take a stand on that. The good news is the truth about God.

Instead, the good news is how you and I can be saved. That could even be self-centered in
many ways. And it is interesting that many of the descriptions of the plan of salvation are
totally preoccupied with what God is doing for you and me.

Whereas, the central issue that divided the universe was not how He is saving you
and me. It's over what kind of a Person is our God. Is He worthy of our trust? So the
all-important thing is what we're looking for in the Sixty-six Books.

What is the truth about God? He's been accused that He's not worthy of our trust. Has God
shown adequate evidence that He can be trusted, that He's a righteous God? If we're
convinced that He is worthy of our trust, then we are, some of us, won to trust Him. And
God says, "That's all | want. Let Me be your God. You be My people. Trust Me, which
means you're willing to listen. Look, I'm the One who made you. I can easily heal all
the damage done,"

'Well, what about your sins? I won't let them stand between us. I'll treat you as if you had
always been my loyal son." Instead we spend all our time discussing what He's going to do
with our sinful past and our feelings of guilt. That's as if we have legal problems with our
God.

We have trust problems with our God. And I love to put Jeremiah with Paul. Paul grew up
with the Old Testament, but he didn't understand this at first. Then after Damascus—and,
what a revelation came to him on the Damascus road!—when the Infinite One did stop him
short, to be sure, but then talked so softly and so briefly to offer a lesson about how you
win people. Then Paul went off to restudy his Old Testament and gather all the information
he could about Jesus. But nothing had been written yet. He had to learn it from others. And
he put it all together.

9:23 Thus says the LORD: "Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, let not the mighty
man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches; 9:24 but let him who glories
glory in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices
steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth; for in these things I delight, says the
LORD."

Well, Israel missed this. And they weren't concerned about presenting God to their
neighbors. Oh, they liked to show how God had blessed them, meaning that He was perhaps
a more powerful God than other gods. And Hezekiah spent so much time showing how God
had blessed them, that he invited the invasion to come and steal it all.

What are we Adventists known for? How God has blessed us? Or the kind of Person our God

is? We often write reports how God has blessed us. How about writing about the God who
blessed us? Because we don't always look that good!
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So as we've often discussed before, the good news is about God. It's not about us. And our
commission is to speak of Him. So maybe you didn't do too well this week. Well, don't
worry. The good news isn't about you anyway. The good news is about Him. So you're still
sick? Don't worry. Tell about your Doctor. Don't tell about you. Of course, it would be nice
to show, "I walk a little more firmly this week."

[ mean, the emphasis needs to be shifted, I believe. And Jeremiah saw this. So instead of
trusting on, "the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord," they
began to trust God.

And that's true in every one of our doctrines. They all reflect back on God. God is the One
who saves and heals. All He asks of us is trust. And all our doctrines are simply designed to
lead us back to trust. ..

[ think that Jeremiah is magnificent here in his understanding. Surely the book of Jeremiah
makes it plain that like all the prophets, the most important thing is that we know about
our God. And of course, when we come to know Him, we realize that all He'd ask of us is
trust.

In simplest terms, "I'd like to be your God, and you be My people. I do own the whole
universe that I have created. Ah, there isn't a thing we couldn't do together. But there
are a lot of things I cannot command. I cannot force your trust, your love, your
willingness to listen. I certainly can't force you to call the Sabbath a delight. (See
Isaiah 58:13,14) I can't do that. But I offer it to you. You have everything to win if you
will join Me."

But supposing we don't like this. Even though we have an infinitely patient God who
persistently sends messages for 800 years. .. and He disciplines, look at Judges. Remember
how He disciplined and they'd come back. And then they'd misbehave. He'd discipline
them. Over and over and over again.

There does come a point where even the infinitely gracious One sees no point in warning
any further. And the angels are right with Him. It makes no point to go on any further. Then
He lets them go; and this is His "wrath". Romans 1 and Hosea 11.

God's wrath is simply His turning away in loving disappointment from those
who do not want Him anyway—they’d rather worship the queen of heaven—
thus leaving them to the inevitable and awful consequence of their own
rebellious choice.

But He hasn't given up forever yet, has He? Because when He let Judah go into captivity,
some wonderful people went off, like Daniel and others.

How many came back? And when they came back, look how they misbehaved. So what does

God do? He sends some more representatives. He sends Ezra, Nehemiah, Haggai, Zechariah,
and later on Malachi.
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And later on He sends His Son. And then that's the end of the line. They killed Him.

Because they said to the Son of God, "Your picture of God is Satanic. Do we not say correctly
You have a devil to be describing God the way You do?" (See John 8:48)

And when you come to the place where the clearest, most persuasive, most convincing
revelation in Person of the truth about God, which would be endorsed by the Holy Spirit
and all the angels seeking to influence those Sabbathkeepers to accept this truth, if to God's
own face you could say, 'That is a devilish, Satanic picture," and then you watch Him die,
and die so graciously, praying, "Father, forgive them," and "John, look after Mother," and
"Yes, I'll remember you, you man who insulted Me so."

And they think that's Satanic? Then God says, "There's nothing more I can do." And He
sadly gives people up. And yet He didn't still completely give up. He's been carrying on for
2,000 more years.

But there does come a day when this earth is committed. And then it's one way or the other
forever. It is finished.

Lamentations

Like Saul consulting the dead in behalf of the living, instead of consulting God . .. So what
more could God do for us? We weren't even looking for Him to help. Isn't that true? Do you
remember, in the book of Jeremiah where the people said, 'We were more greatly blessed
when we worshiped the queen of heaven, so why don't we go on worshiping her? We think
she does more good for us than the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.”

And God says, 'Well, if you trust the queen of heaven more, what can I do for you? So go
ahead, ask her to help you. Ask that tree. Ask Molech. Ask Baal. Ask Dagon, the fish god.
They're the ones you trust."

And the best way He could teach them a lesson was, to let them pray to these gods and no
help would come. And maybe after awhile they'd come back and pray to Him in their
desperation. What other method was there for Him?

Further Study with Ellen White

The earth was dark through misapprehension of God. That the gloomy shadows might be
lightened, that the world might be brought back to God, Satan's deceptive power was to be
broken. This could not be done by force. The exercise of force is contrary to the principles
of God's government; He desires only the service of love; and love cannot be commanded; it
cannot be won by force or authority. Only by love is love awakened. To know God is to love
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Him; His character must be manifested in contrast to the character of Satan. This work only
one Being in all the universe could do. Only He who knew the height and depth of the love
of God could make it known. Upon the world's dark night the Sun of Righteousness must
rise, "with healing in His wings." Malachi 4:2. {DA 22.1}

The plan for our redemption was not an afterthought, a plan formulated after the fall of
Adam. It was a revelation of "the mystery which hath been kept in silence through times
eternal." Romans 16:25, R. V. It was an unfolding of the principles that from eternal ages
have been the foundation of God's throne. From the beginning, God and Christ knew of the
apostasy of Satan, and of the fall of man through the deceptive power of the apostate. God
did not ordain that sin should exist, but He foresaw its existence, and made provision to
meet the terrible emergency. So great was His love for the world, that He covenanted to
give His only-begotten Son, "that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life." John 3:16. {DA 22.2}

The God whom we serve is long-suffering; "His compassions fail not." Lamentations 3:22.
Throughout the period of probationary time His Spirit is entreating men to accept the gift
of life. "As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that
the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye
die?" Ezekiel 33:11. It is Satan's special device to lead man into sin and then leave him
there, helpless and hopeless, fearing to seek for pardon. But God invites, "Let him take hold
of My strength, that he may make peace with Me; and he shall make peace with Me." Isaiah
27:5.In Christ every provision has been made, every encouragement offered. {PK 325.5}

In the days of apostasy in Judah and Israel, many were inquiring: "Wherewith shall I
come before the Lord, and bow myself before the high God? shall I come before Him with
burnt offerings, with calves of a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
or with ten thousands of rivers of 0il?" The answer is plain and positive: "He hath showed
thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to
love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?" Micah 6:6-8. {PK 326.1}

In urging the value of practical godliness, the prophet was only repeating the counsel
given Israel centuries before. Through Moses, as they were about to enter the Promised
Land, the word of the Lord had been: "And now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God require
of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all His ways, and to love Him, and to serve
the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul, to keep the commandments of the
Lord, and His statutes, which I command thee this day for thy good?" Deuteronomy 10:12,
13. From age to age these counsels were repeated by the servants of Jehovah to those who
were in danger of falling into habits of formalism and of forgetting to show mercy. When
Christ Himself, during His earthly ministry, was approached by a lawyer with the question,
"Master, which is the great commandment in the law?" Jesus said to him, "Thou shalt love
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the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the
first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor

as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”" Matthew
22:36-40. {PK 326.2}

These plain utterances of the prophets and of the Master Himself, should be received by
us as the voice of God to every soul. We should lose no opportunity of performing deeds of
mercy, of tender forethought and Christian courtesy, for the burdened and the oppressed. If
we can do no more, we may speak words of courage and hope to those who are
unacquainted with God, and who can be approached most easily by the avenue of sympathy
and love. {PK 327.1}

The faith that strengthened Habakkuk and all the holy and the just in those days of deep
trial was the same faith that sustains God's people today. In the darkest hours, under
circumstances the most forbidding, the Christian believer may keep his soul stayed upon
the source of all light and power. Day by day, through faith in God, his hope and courage
may be renewed. "The just shall live by his faith." In the service of God there need be no
despondency, no wavering, no fear. The Lord will more than fulfill the highest expectations
of those who put their trust in Him. He will give them the wisdom their varied necessities
demand. {PK 386.3}

Of the abundant provision made for every tempted soul, the apostle Paul bears eloquent
testimony. To him was given the divine assurance, "My grace is sufficient for thee: for My
strength is made perfect in weakness." In gratitude and confidence the tried servant of God
responded: "Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of
Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I
strong." 2 Corinthians 12:9, 10. {PK 387.1}

Even Your Poets Say ...

[ stood the nearest to the throne
In hierarchal degree,
What time the voice of God said Go!
And whether | was moved alone
By the storm-pathos of the tone
Which swept through the heaven the alien
name of woe,
Or whether the subtle glory broke
Through my strong and shielded

Study Collection Prepared April 2011, © Pine Knoll Publications



10

wings,
Bearing to my finite essence
Incapacious of their presence
Infinite imaginings,
None knoweth save the Throned who
spoke....
(Elizabeth Barrett Browning, from “The Seraphim”)

It wasn’t coal, but fire,
A seraph’s searing touch,
Jehovah'’s holy ire
And all of heaven’s choir,
Whose tender, swelling strains
Released fear’s cloven clutch.
And sent the soothing rains.
Whom God calls, He ordains.
(Melissa Brotton., “Holy Fire”)

Even Your Sages...

We are never deceived; we deceive ourselves. (Johann Wolfgang von Goethe)

[ would add that all false worship is indicative of fallen creatures who are by nature curved
in upon themselves. (J. Matthew Pinson)

The whole person, with all his senses, with both mind and body, needs to be involved in
genuine worship. (Jerry Kerns)

The most valuable thing the Psalms do for me is to express the same delight in God which
made David dance. (C. S. Lewis)

To great sections of the church the art of worship has been lost entirely, and in its place has
come that strange and foreign called the “program.” This word has been borrowed from the
stage and applied with sad wisdom to the type of public which now passes for worship
among us. (A. W. Tozier)

Worship changes the worshiper into the image of the One worshiped. (Jack Hayford)

God is to be praised with the voice, and the heart should go therewith in holy exultation.
(Charles H. Spurgeon)
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Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Third Quarter 2011: Worship

Lesson #10 “Worship: From Exile to Restoration”
Moderator: Bill Seibly

Read for This Week'’s Study:
Nehemiah 1, Jer. 29:10-14, Ezekiel 8, Daniel 3, Haggai 1, Zech. 1:1-6.

Memory Text:

“Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not
filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth
wages to put it into a bag with holes” (Haggai 1:6).

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

L. Introduction

II. “Son of Man, Have You Seen ...?”
[11. Worshiping the Image

IV. Consider Your Ways

V. Your Fathers, Where Are They?
VL. Nehemiah'’s Prayer

VII Further Study

Questions for Consideration

1. Monday’s lesson, at the bottom asks a key question: “Think through what it means
to “worship” something?” What is worship, and how do we do it?

2. Individuals can appear to worship, but one can never know with certainty about
another person’s motives and thought processes. But can we be fooled into thinking
we are worshiping when we are not?

3. How can we have freedom to express our own personality in our worship of God
when He has specified precise and detailed requirements, like with the Children of
Israel?

4. Monday’s lesson also states that the world is divided into two camps, and there is no

middle ground. How then can apostasy be a slow, step-by-step process as suggested
in Sunday’s lesson?

Texts for Our Study

Nehemiah was devastated when he learned that the Israelites who returned to Jerusalem
had not fulfilled their responsibility to rebuild. He agonizes over this in his prayer to the
Lord. (Neh. 1) He knew the prophecy of Jeremiah promising their return to Jerusalem after
70 years, and God’s plans for their welfare, their future and hope, but only if they will seek
God with all their heart. (Jer. 29:10-14) Ezekiel reveals the unfaithfulness of their
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ancestors, even of the spiritual leaders, who think that God has abandoned the land and
will not see their sins. (Eze. 8)

In contrast, is the example of the three Hebrews who refused to bow to Nebuchadnezzar’s
idol. Their rescue was broadcast throughout the kingdom and was recent history to those
Israelites. (Dan 3) Haggai chides the people who returned for tending to their own needs
(home, businesses, crops) and neglecting the temple that yet remained in ruins. (Hag. 1)

“Learn from the mistakes of your ancestors,” states Zechariah. “They did not listen, and
look what happened! You must live differently.” (Zech 1:1-6)

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

A most significant verse about God is in Isaiah 29:13. What was wrong with their worship?
They were busy with their worship. Just as when Jesus came, they were never more religious.
They tithed, they health-reformed, they kept their Sabbaths, they memorized the scriptures.
But it wasn't doing them any good! Jesus quotes this later on in Isaiah 29:13. “The Lord said:
‘Because this people draw near with their mouth.””

Remember He also says, “Who requires you to trample My courts?”

They came, and Amos says they sang a lot. “They honor me with their lips, while their hearts
are far from me.” The heart is where a man does his thinking, his best thinking!

Amos continues, “And their fear of me”, and that is their reverence, their worship of Me, “is but
a commandment of men learned by rote.”

Unthinking, mechanical worship is an utter insult to our intelligent, gracious God. And it
doesn't do us any good! It destroys us to simply do these things because we're supposed to.
And if we Adventists, when we're asked why we do something or don't do it—if all we can say
is, 'Well, because God said so, and | believe it, and that's all there is to it," that's something
learned by rote. (Picture of God in All 66 — Isaiah)

Isaiah begins like so many of the others with an observation that Israel was indeed still
religious. But having a false picture of God, their religious practices were not serving them well;
even maybe doing more harm than good, including their coming to worship. And Isaiah says,
'Who requires you to come and trample My courts like this?" (Picture of God in All 66 — Isaiah)

In the narrower view that is preoccupied with our salvation (though the proponents of that
view think that it is God-centered) | take the view that it is very man centered. It is all the time,
what He's done for us, how we look, and so forth. Whereas in the other view the gospel is the
good news about God. Everything depends on the kind of person He is. (Questions People Are
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Asking About the Plan of Salvation)

Paul says people have been looking everywhere else but to the true God for help and he notes
how religious the world has been. These heathen people, the Gentiles, have been very
religious; it’s just that they haven’t been worshiping the true God. Neither have the Jews been
worshiping the true God. They may call Him by the right name, and they may go to the right
church, and they may worship Him on the right day, with the right food in their stomachs, and a
right offering in the offering plates, but they may still be worshiping the wrong God. (Picture of
God in All 66--Romans Ch 5)

Further Study with Ellen White
Ellen White Comments

Multitude have a wrong conception of God and His attributes, and are as truly
serving a false god as were the worshipers of Baal. Many even of those who claim to be
Christians have allied themselves with influences that are unalterably opposed to God and
His truth. Prophets and Kings 177

In many cases the morning and evening worship is little more than a mere form, a
dull, monotonous repetition of set phrases in which the spirit of gratitude or the sense of
need finds no expression. The Lord accepts not such service. But the petitions of a humble
heart and contrite spirit He will not despise. The opening of our hearts to our heavenly
Father, the acknowledgment of our entire dependence, the expression of our wants, the
homage of grateful love --this is true prayer. Child Guidance 518

The religion that comes from God is the only religion that will lead to God. In order
to serve Him aright, we must be born of the divine Spirit. This will purify the heart and
renew the mind, giving us a new capacity for knowing and loving God. It will give us a
willing obedience to all His requirements. This is true worship. It is the fruit of the working
of the Holy Spirit. By the Spirit every sincere prayer is indited, and such prayer is
acceptable to God. Wherever a soul reaches out after God, there the Spirit's working is
manifest, and God will reveal Himself to that soul. For such worshipers He is seeking. He
waits to receive them, and to make them His sons and daughters. Desire of Ages 189

Faithful work is more acceptable to God than the most zealous and thought-to-be
holiest worship. It is working together with Christ that is true worship. Prayers,
exhortation, and talk are cheap fruits, which are frequently tied on; but fruits that are
manifested in good works, in caring for the needy, the fatherless, and widows, are genuine
fruits, and grow naturally upon a good tree. Testimonies, Vol 2, 24

"The hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in
spirit and in truth; for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit; and they that
worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” Christ declared to his disciples, in the
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company of the scribes and Pharisees, the manner of standard they must reach in order to
be acceptable worshipers. He said, "Except your righteousness shall exceed the
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of
heaven."...

His scathing rebukes and denunciation of formalism have the same force today as
they had in the days of the scribes and Pharisees, and apply to those who have a form of
godliness, but deny the power thereof. The God of infinite holiness cannot accept external
service as spiritual worship. Those who worship God must worship him in spirit and truth,
or their service is vain. There must be reality in the religious ceremonies, or they are
simply pretensions, hollow abominations. But though Jesus rebuked the priests and
religious teachers for their formalism and hypocrisy, yet how forbearing and tender were
his lessons to the poor, the oppressed, the afflicted, and discouraged. Sabbath School
Worker, December 1, 1894

If you have wronged your brother by word or deed, you are to "first be reconciled to
thy brother," before your worship will be acceptable to Heaven. Says the apostle: "Confess
your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed." ... If you have
given offense to your friend or neighbor, you are to acknowledge your wrong, and it is his
duty to freely forgive you. Then you are to seek the forgiveness of God, because the brother
whom you wounded is the property of God, and in injuring him you sinned against his
Creator and Redeemer. Signs of the Times, March 16, 1888

Further Thoughts

Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther represented families that did not return to Palestine after the
70 years of exile. Were they irreligious, or unmindful of God’s leading? Or did they lack
faith? Perhaps they were engrossed in their life there, and had “taken root” in that land so
that leaving seemed irrational. Was the trip too far and too long (800+ miles, and up to 4
months)? Whatever the reason, the evidence is that God had not abandoned them. Esther
is a clear example.

Much can be learned from Nehemiah: organization, leadership, management, and
motivation. Many would profit from employing Nehemiah’s example to their business and
family affairs. Our lesson could focus profitably on these attributes. However, our Lesson
is on “Worship” and specifically what we can gain from the experiences of Nehemiah. How
then is Nehemiah an example of worship, both in what he experienced personally and how
he directed the people of Jerusalem?

Nehemiah received the report from Hanani, his brother, of problems in Jerusalem. His
concern occupied his mind from Chislev to Nisan (November-December to March-April on
our calendar) or four months - 120 days [see Neh 1:1;2:1]. He planned and prayed much
longer than the actual construction time, which was 52 days [Neh 6:14]. Perhaps we all
should take more time planning than doing.

A casual reading might suggest that Ezra and Nehemiah came on the scene soon after the
arrival of the refugees from Mesopotamia. However, the initial return after the 70 years
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was in 536 or 535 BC. From Nehemiah'’s record, we can date quite accurately his trip to
Jerusalem as 444 BC - about 90 years later. Several generations have gone by!

[t appears that Nehemiah was governor of the region for 12 years, and when he returned to
Persia he gave the task of oversight in Jerusalem to his brother, Hanani. [Neh 7:2] On a
return visit to Jerusalem he discovered Tobiah, his critic and enemy, had moved into the
sanctuary complex. Nehemiah threw him out. The Sabbath was being violated, and
Nehemiah had to lock the gates and post a guard to prevent merchandizing. Foreign
marriages had taken place, which were expressly forbidden by Moses’ writings (which had
been read to the people), and Nehemiah resorted to rebukes, curses, beatings, and pulling
out hair. [Neh 13] Does this square with concept of Christian management of such
problems? Did Nehemiah use the power of his office to force compliance? How is this
related to our freedom of choice?

Even Your Poets Say ..

Listen how we love you,
Hope the uttermost.
Waiting for that curing
Which exalts the wounded,
Hear us sing above you—
EXILED, BUT NOT LOST!
(Elizabeth Barrett Browning, from “A Drama of Exile”)

Even Your Sages Say ...

The key to change... is to let go of fear. (Roseanne Cash)

Nobody can go back and start a new beginning, but anyone can start today and make a new
ending. (Maria Robinson)

When God works in us, the will, being changed and sweetly breathed upon by the Spirit of
God, desires and acts, not from compulsion, but responsively. (Martin Luther)

It is only when men begin to worship that they begin to grow. (Calvin Coolidge)

And what greater calamity can fall upon a nation than the loss of worship. (Ralph W.
Emerson)

[ cannot conceive otherwise than that He, the Infinite Father, expects or requires no
worship or praise from us, but that he is even infinitely above it. (Benjamin Franklin )

The most eloquent prayer is the prayer through hands that heal and bless. The highest form
of worship is the worship of unselfish Christian service. The greatest form of praise is the
sound of consecrated feet seeking out the lost and helpless. (Billy Graham)

Wonder is the basis of worship. (Thomas Carlyle)
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9) When does the worship become idolatry?

10) “To worship, glorify God means to live in such a way that when people look at your
life, they say, ‘What a good God, God must be to create somebody like you.”” (Dallas
Willard)

Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

Surely it’s clear in the epistle to Rome that all that God asks of us is that we trust Him, because
if we trust Him, without reservation, with no cheating, with a complete willingness to listen, He
can heal and save and restore us. But if I'm forever violating that trust, that relationship with
Him, if sometimes I'll listen and sometimes | don’t, sometimes I’'m honest with Him and
sometimes I’'m not, will He condemn me? Do you doctors condemn your patients who are
foolish enough not to take their medicine and so become more and more seriously ill? Now
you might correct them; that’s for sure. You might show great concern. You might if need be
sound very stern and severe. You might read them the medical equivalent of the Third Angel’s
message, if you persist in this you’re going to die. You might well do that. But you wouldn’t
condemn them, would you? What good would it do to send them home condemned and
humiliated? Corrected to be sure.

Whenever we violate our relationship of trust in God He can’t trust us. Sometimes we’re with
Him, sometimes we’re not, it’s a very irregular relationship. Sometimes we’re so honest and
sometimes we cheat, we’re looking for alibis, we’re always rationalizing. He cannot heal us and
we lose. This is a rebellious, untrusting, untrustworthy relationship. And that’s why sin is so
dangerous. That’s why sin results in death, not because our Heavenly Father and physician will
kill us, but the man who doesn’t trust God, the man who’s cheating will reap the consequences.
He will die, for God cannot heal this person who doesn’t trust Him.

And | think this is such a correction to the definition so often used, sin is just breaking this or
that rule and you know what God does to sinners. This suggests that breaking our trusting
relationship with God is the most dangerous thing we can do. The consequences are very
disastrous both in this life and in the end, but not at the hands of our gracious God. If we
persist in cheating He will let us go and reap the consequences. {Graham Maxwell, excerpt from
the audio series on Romans, Chapter 14, Loma Linda, California, 1977-1978}

Now once we’ve been won back to trust in God we grow up. It’s a law we become like the
person we worship and admire. We want to know more about Him. The more we know the
freer we become. The more we know about our gracious God who values nothing higher than
our freedom, and never asks us to do anything that doesn’t make good sense, and that isn’t for
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our best good. One by one we shuck those old tales and superstitions that have no authority
except they’'ve been believed for many hundreds of years. Out the window they go as we grow
up. {Graham Maxwell, excerpt from the audio series on Romans, Chapter 14, Loma Linda,
California, 1977-1978}

You notice the word “encouragement” recurs so frequently. This is how God has treated us.
Does God mock the new convert because he’s so ignorant, because maybe he’s so preoccupied
over relatively insignificant matters? That very preoccupation with details may be a measure of
his dedication and his consecration. He’d rather die than sin, and he understands this is a sin
and he won’t do it. {Graham Maxwell, excerpt from the audio series on Romans, Chapter 14,
Loma Linda, California, 1977-1978}

“When you get back to the disciples, tell the disciples and especially tell Peter, that the Lord has
arisen and will be back tonight.” Now this is the way the Lord treats people who've done
terrible things. That was a terrible thing Peter did. And what a sin Mary committed over and
over again. But they’re the ones who needed the most encouragement. They were sensitive
people, people of strong feeling but doing wrong, and terribly depressed over what they had
done. They needed encouragement. The one who is our Heavenly Father and doesn’t want to
lose one of us, instead of condemning them, He sought to revive their self-respect. He treated
them with dignity. Now if we imitate Christ as Paul did that’s the way we’ll treat other people.
It seems to suggest that the worse a person’s predicament, the more we’ll go out of our way to
help him recover his dignity and self-respect. {Graham Maxwell, excerpt from the audio series
on Romans, Chapter 14, Loma Linda, California, 1977-1978}

You remember in John 3 and John 12 Jesus says, “l don’t condemn anybody. | didn’t come to
judge you. Oh there is something that will judge you in the last day. | won’t be the one. The
truth that | brought to you, it will judge you. If you like the truth, if you like the message about
healing and salvation, and you trust me enough to accept it and follow it, all will be well. If you
reject the light you reject the truth and the plan of healing. | won’t condemn you then, but you
will die, and I'll grieve as | give you up for the last time.” {Graham Maxwell, excerpt from the
audio series on Romans, Chapter 14, Loma Linda, California, 1977-1978}

Well, what did they hope the Messiah would do for them? Now, this maybe belongs with next
week. Do we have any records as to the beliefs and hopes of God's people in the promised land
at that time? And of the Jews who were scattered around the rest of the Mediterranean world?
Are there documents? I'll have to have a very large briefcase or two next time, to bring them.
The writings called the Apocrypha, and the Pseudepigrapha, these recall, these recount, and
record, their beliefs and hopes. Many of them looked for a warrior to come, who'd lead them to
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victory against their enemies, and establish Jerusalem the headquarters of the world. And we
have these records, and we can look them up and read them.

But when Christ came, and did not choose to fight, they were disappointed. Even His closest
associates were disappointed. His own brothers were disappointed. You remember the two
men on the way to Emmaus said, 'We had hoped that He would be the one to establish the

Kingdom, and He didn't." So they did have a different picture of God.

And that would become vividly clear in the Gospels, when here is the clearest revelation of the
truth about God the universe will ever see. And yet God's own people are rejecting it, because
they preferred another kind of Messiah and another kind of God. And the further Jesus went in
His explanations of the truth about God, the more they were moved to reject Him, until in John
8:48 they said, "Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a demon?" [to be
teaching what You are about God and His kingdom.] (RSV). {Graham Maxwell, excerpt from the
audio series The Picture of God in All 66 — Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, Riverside, CA 1982}

As a nation, the people of Israel, while desiring the advent of the Messiah, were so far
separated from God in heart and life that they could have no true conception of the character
or mission of the promised Redeemer. Instead of desiring redemption from sin, and the glory
and peace of holiness, their hearts were fixed upon deliverance from their national foes, and
restoration to worldly power. They looked for Messiah to come as a conqueror, to break every
yoke, and exalt Israel to dominion over all nations. Thus Satan had succeeded in preparing the
hearts of the people to reject the Savior when he should appear. Their own pride of heart, and
their false conceptions of His character and mission, would prevent them from honestly
weighing the evidences of His Messiahship. {Graham Maxwell, excerpt from the audio series
The Picture of God in All 66 — Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, Riverside, CA 1982}

But if we really want to know about God, what God is really like, then it would mean everything
in the world to believe and understand that the One who came to this earth and walked among
us was that God. And so, when Jesus was here, and we realize it's God, and you watch Him treat
sinners so graciously, did anybody intercede with Jesus to forgive somebody? No. Nobody had
to plead with Him to forgive, ever. It was in His heart to forgive. No one had to plead with Him.
But somebody has to plead with the Father, right? If Jesus is fully God, as emphasized in all
these passages, and nobody had to intercede with Him, then we know no one has to intercede
with God. “In that day you will ask in my name; and | do not say to you that | shall pray the
Father for you” (RSV) "You know, if you've seen Me you've seen the Father. And you realize the
implications to this? There's no need for Me to intercede with the Father when | get up there,
for the Father's just like Me. In fact, | am God."

And Jesus said in John 12:45 and 14:9, both, "if you have seen Me, you have seen the Father. If
you trust Me, you trust the Father." And the incredible thing is that that gentle Person who
walked around Palestine the way He did, and was so incredibly gracious, even to the one who
would betray Him in the end-He was fully God. And that's the way God treats people. And don't
wonder if the One up there is still learning how to behave as graciously as the Son. That's a
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terrible thing to think about! {Graham Maxwell, excerpt from the audio series The Picture of
God in All 66 — Colossians, Riverside, CA 1982}

What | like about this is, the kind of worship God desires is described as rational, intelligent,
spiritual worship; not mechanical, not ritualistic, not ceremonial. But we worship an intelligent
God. He wants us to worship Him in spirit and in truth, Jesus said. So to do something
mechanical, learned by rote, is a terrible misrepresentation of the truth about God. Remember
Isaiah? "Your worship of Me is but the commandments of men learned by rote." You come into
the temple, but your hearts aren't in it. Remember the Sabbath-keepers in Amos? All that kind
of unthinking obedience suggests an unthinking God. So Romans 12: 1, 2 is a magnificent
passage. The kind of worship God wants is worship that is appropriate to the kind of God that
He is. And | think that really affects the way we worship. {Graham Maxwell, excerpt from the
audio series The Picture of God in All 66 — Romans, Riverside, CA 1982}

Further Study with Ellen White

Those who worship God must worship him in spirit and truth, or their service is vain. There
must be reality in the religious ceremonies, or they are simply pretensions, hollow
abominations. {Sabbath-School Worker December 1, 1894 Never Man Spake Like This Man}

It is the most awful thing a man can do to dethrone God from his heart, refusing to take the
Bible as his counselor. The man who does this debases whatever he has connection with. Christ
does not abide in his heart. The law of God is to him an empty form. He may be supposed to be
a Christian, but he debases whatever he touches. {The Paulson Collection of Ellen G. White
Letters of (1985) 251}

Wherever hearts are open to receive the truth, Christ is ready to instruct them. He reveals to
them the Father, and the service acceptable to Him who reads the heart. For such He uses no
parables. To them, as to the woman at the well, He says, "l that speak unto thee am He."
{Ministry of Healing 28}

Jesus did not convey the idea that merely one draft of the water of life would suffice the
receiver. He who tastes of the love of Christ will continually long for more; but he seeks for
nothing else. The riches, honors, and pleasures of the world do not attract him. The constant
cry of his heart is, More of Thee. And He who reveals to the soul its necessity is waiting to
satisfy its hunger and thirst. Every human resource and dependence will fail. The cisterns will be
emptied, the pools become dry; but our Redeemer is an inexhaustible fountain. We may drink,
and drink again, and ever find a fresh supply. He in whom Christ dwells has within himself the
fountain of blessing,--"a well of water springing up into everlasting life." From this source he
may draw strength and grace sufficient for all his needs.
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As Jesus spoke of the living water, the woman looked upon Him with wondering attention. He
had aroused her interest, and awakened a desire for the gift of which He spoke. She perceived
that it was not the water of Jacob's well to which He referred; for of this she used continually,
drinking, and thirsting again. "Sir," she said, "give me this water, that | thirst not, neither come
hither to draw." {Desire of Ages 186}

As the woman talked with Jesus, she was impressed with His words. Never had she heard such
sentiments from the priests of her own people or from the Jews. As the past of her life had
been spread out before her, she had been made sensible of her great want. She realized her
soul thirst, which the waters of the well of Sychar could never satisfy. Nothing that had hitherto
come in contact with her had so awakened her to a higher need. Jesus had convinced her that
He read the secrets of her life; yet she felt that He was her friend, pitying and loving her. While
the very purity of His presence condemned her sin, He had spoken no word of denunciation,
but had told her of His grace, that could renew the soul. She began to have some conviction of
His character. The question arose in her mind, Might not this be the long-looked-for Messiah?
She said to Him, "l know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when He is come, He will
tell us all things." Jesus answered, "I that speak unto thee am He." {Desire of Ages, 187}

This woman was in an appreciative state of mind. She was ready to receive the noblest
revelation; for she was interested in the Scriptures, and the Holy Spirit had been preparing her
mind to receive more light. She had studied the Old Testament promise, "The Lord thy God will
raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto Him ye
shall hearken." Deuteronomy 18:15. She longed to understand this prophecy. Light was already
flashing into her mind. The water of life, the spiritual life which Christ gives to every thirsty soul,
had begun to spring up in her heart. The Spirit of the Lord was working with her.

The plain statement made by Christ to this woman could not have been made to the self-
righteous Jews. Christ was far more reserved when He spoke to them. That which had been
withheld from the Jews, and which the disciples were afterward enjoined to keep secret, was
revealed to her. Jesus saw that she would make use of her knowledge in bringing others to
share His grace. {Desire of Ages, 190}

Even Your Poets Say

Long before dawn,
before light’s quiet return,
You wait for me to waken,
Your spirit stirs inside me,
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like the patters of soft rain,
to begin afresh, renew.
My petals open.
How eagerly You prepare my way,
and guide my wondering heart.

{Melissa Brotton, “Psalm Before Morning” }

| break into a thousand pieces
on the shards
of frozen waves
But when the Son rises in my heart
Ten thousand whistles of praise
escape to heaven
As | reflect gold with a million
other flecks in the sand.
{Christine Law, “Release” }

Even Your Sages Say

The whole person, with all his senses, with both mind and body, needs to be
involved in genuine worship. {Jerry Kerns}

A service of worship is primarily a service to God. When we realize this and act upon it, we
make it a service to men. {Ralph W. Sockman}

A man can no more diminish God's glory by refusing to worship Him than a lunatic can put out
the sun by scribbling the word, 'darkness' on the walls of his cell. {C.S. Lewis}

The most valuable thing the Psalms do for me is to express the same delight in
God which made David dance. {C.S. Lewis}

Study Collection Prepared May 2011 |© Pine Knoll Publications



Pine Knoll Sabbath School Study Notes
Third Quarter 2011: Worship
Lesson 12 “Worship in the Early Church”

Read for this week’s study
Acts 1:1-11, 2:14-41, 17:15-34, 18:1-16, 1 Corinthians 13.

Memory Text

“If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, | am only a resounding

gong or a clanging cymbal” {1 Corinthians 13:1, NIV} .

Lesson Outline from Adult Sabbath School Study Guide

[. Introduction

II. Many “Proofs”

[ll. Preaching of the Word

IV. Paul on Mars Hill

V. Worship “Contrary to the Law”
VI. Love Conquers All

VII. Further Study

Questions for Consideration
From Moderator: John Brunt

1. The lesson includes 1 Corinthians 13, the famous “love” chapter. Read the context of this
poetic masterpiece in 1 Corinthians 12-14. There is obviously a dispute going on over worship.
What were the issues involved? What direction do you think Paul was trying to move the
Corinthians? Do you think the congregation where you worship needs to be moved more in the
direction of the Spirit or the mind?

2. Acts 2:42-46 gives a summary of the earliest Christians worship. How important is each of
the elements mentioned in these verses to your corporate worship experience? Which
elements stand out as most important for you and your congregation?

3. Romans 12:1-2 speaks of one’s entire life being an act of worship. What kind of life would
you consider an appropriate act of worship?



Thoughts from Graham Maxwell

Many “Proofs” - Evidence for Faith

In the narrower view, faith is a willingness to believe, whether we have any evidence or not,
just because God has said so. In the larger view, faith is our confidence in God, based upon the
more than adequate evidence He revealed. And that kind of faith is deeply stirred by the
realization that God does not ask us to believe without evidence. That’s what makes Him so
believable. {Graham Maxwell, excerpt from the audio series The Larger View - -Pt 1, Monterey,
California, October, 1982}

In the King James it says, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ." Well, don't underestimate that. In
the Greek there's only one word for "belief' or "faith" or "trust" or "confidence". It's always the
same. And so to go to all the effort we sometimes do to show the difference between belief
and faith is interesting in English, but it doesn't work in the Greek. There is only one word. So
what Paul said was, "Trust in the Lord. Have confidence in the Lord. Place your faith in the Lord.
Or believe." They're all exactly the same.

Is that enough? If you only have a minute, is that enough? Of course it depends what we take
faith to mean. This is no idle opinion. Faith means a whole attitude toward the One in whom
you place your trust, implying a willingness to listen, love, and admire, and so on. {Graham
Maxwell, excerpt from the audio series Picture of God in all 66 — Acts, Riverside, California,
1982}

How you define faith and trust enters into this. And we need to read other places. To me, faith
is just a word we use to describe a relationship with God as with a person well known; and
we get to know Him through the gospel. The good news is about God, that He is infinitely
worthy of our trust. It implies an attitude toward God of love, and trust, and deepest
admiration. It means having enough confidence in God, based upon the more than adequate
evidence, all summed up in the good news, to be willing to believe what God says—as soon as
we're sure He said it! And to accept what God offers, as soon as we're sure He's offering it, and
to do whatever God wishes, without reservation, as soon as we’re sure He’s asking us, and not
somebody else. Anybody who has such a trusting relationship with God, of love, trust, and
admiration, willing to listen, is perfectly safe to save.

He could die just beginning that relationship, like the thief on the cross. He would arise loving,
trusting, and admiring that kind One in the middle. He will be willing to listen, and accept all
kinds of instruction and correction. He is therefore safe to save. But you can't regard God in
that attitude without a new heart and a right spirit. So you are a new creature, which he's
going to mention in a moment.

And that's what David eventually wanted-truth and honesty in the inner man. Mention honesty,

and you remember Micah, Amos, Hosea, they all talked about this. All God asks of us is that we
stand humbly in His presence with an honest willingness to listen, and let Him do for us
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whatever needs to be done.

| would add that even though with the passing of time I'm finding more and more that
everything God has asked us to do makes such good sense and | agree with Him; | would have
to say that being still somewhat ignorant and immature, I'm willing to obey this
trustworthy God when He instructs me to do something beyond my present
understanding.

Wouldn't that be safe? Because He's proved always to make such good sense in every other
respect. And | think that's what Abraham said to Him. "God, You've always made such good
sense. But Your command to sacrifice the son of the promise makes no sense to me. But | know
it will. So God, I'm on my way." | believe faith says to God, "God, | hear You, and I've checked
that carefully. It is You. And | am on my way. But as | go, in all reverence, may | ask why?"

“And that's how we come to know God. And for three days and three nights Abraham thought
that through; and in the end he said, "God, I'm even beginning to think of ways in which You
could work this out. I'm not telling You how, but | know You will; because You'll not contradict
Yourself in the promise You gave me about my son. Maybe You'll resurrect my son. Just as You
gave him miraculously, You could easily resurrect him. Or maybe You'll provide a substitute."
And that's what God chose to do. And Abraham is cited in Hebrews 11 as one who trusted God,
but thought it through. Faith is not blind. You can jump off a cliff if you take leaps in the dark,
and call that faith. It is not safe. History is strewn with the wreckage of people who leap in
the dark and call it faith. Light makes faith possible, and without it we ought to wait.
{Graham Maxwell, excerpt from the audio series Picture of God in all 66 — Galatians, Riverside,
California, 1982}

What does faith mean? We’ve so often discussed it. Faith is used for everything from believing
what you know isn’t so. This week on television somebody used that definition; faith is
believing something that couldn’t possibly be so. And your willingness to believe it shows that
you really have faith. Faith is not a leap in the dark either, which is a common philosophical
explanation. For has our gracious God left us in the dark? How would anyone dare suggest that
God, who has revealed Himself at such infinite cost, has left us in the dark? More than this,
would the God you know, tempt you to trust a stranger you don’t know? Look at the dangers
involved in that. We warn our daughters when they are walking home from school, if a
stranger offers you a ride in his car, don’t get in. And there are sad stories in the newspaper
from time to time about little girls who got in stranger’s cars. Does God ask us as a stranger to
get in His car? He doesn’t ask us to run any such risk. He first reveals Himself, that’ the good
news. Then on the basis of this truth and this everlasting good news, God then has a right to
ask us, “Do you find Me worthy of your trust, your confidence, your faith? Do you still think I'm
an untrustworthy ‘quack’, who’d hurt you? Or do you find Me a trustworthy physician? Could
you trust Me enough to be willing to stay with Me long enough to let Me heal you?” This is why



the only requirement for healing and salvation is faith and trust. {Graham Maxwell, excerpt
from the audio series on Romans, Chapter 13, Loma Linda, California, 1977-1978}

God has been accused of not being trustworthy, and that throws us into the whole setting of
the great controversy over the character of God. The emphasis in the first part of Romans is
that God has demonstrated His trustworthiness. And we know that the whole universe has
been satisfied. Only here on this one small planet, and of course among Satan’s followers, are
there any lingering doubts about the trustworthiness of God.

And what has confirmed the truthfulness, the trustworthiness, the righteousness of God is what
wins some of us back to trust Him. That is, the same revelation, the same demonstration
through all the centuries culminating in the life and the death of Christ. That same
demonstration that has confirmed the loyalty of the universe and demonstrated the
trustworthiness of God to everyone is in turn what wins us. Everything depends upon God
having revealed Himself in that costly way. {Graham Maxwell, excerpt from the audio series on
Romans, Chapter 13, Loma Linda, California, 1977-1978}

Paul on Mars Hill

He tried to do this in Athens, meeting eloquence with eloquence, philosophy with philosophy,
and logic with logic. But he failed to meet with the success he had hoped for. As good as it
was, Paul says, “When | came to you, brethren, | did not come proclaiming to you the testimony
of God in lofty words or wisdom. For | decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ
and him crucified. (RSV)

I'm not going to do it that way again. From now on I'll preach nothing but Christ and Him
crucified. And one of the first examples of that will be Romans, next time. What does he mean
when he says "I'll preach Christ and Him crucified?" A narrower message, or a more focused
message, using different methods? He doesn't quote poets and philosophers much anymore.
And | just wonder what this says about our public presentations at the present time. {Graham
Maxwell, excerpt from the audio series Picture of God in all 66 — Acts, Riverside, California,
1982}

Love Conquers All — 1 Corinthians 13

In 1 John 3:14, we're told that the first symptom of salvation is that we begin to treat each
other in this more respectful way. You remember, “hereby we know we’ve passed from death
unto life because we love the brethren”. And Paul says in this chapter if you really love the
brethren, you not only won’t want to offend them, but you would even be willing to limit any
freedom that you believe is rightly yours, rather than needlessly offend and confuse others in
the church.



As Paul has written in 1 Corinthians 13, love never insists on having its own way. It’s never
arrogant, it’s never rude, it’s always polite and gracious. And no one who doesn’t love can be
admitted to the Kingdom. And one of the greatest tests of our love is the way we treat each
other in the family of the saints right here on this earth. {Graham Maxwell, excerpt from the
audio series on Romans, Chapter 14, Loma Linda, California, 1977-1978}

Further Study with Ellen White

Many “Proofs” - Evidence for Faith

All whom God has blessed with reasoning powers are to become intellectual Christians. They
are not requested to believe without evidence; therefore Jesus has enjoined upon all to search
the Scriptures. Let the ingenious inquirer, and the one who would know for himself what is
truth, exert his mental powers to search out the truth as it is in Jesus. Any neglect here is at the
peril of the soul. We must know individually the prescribed conditions of entering into eternal
life. We cannot allow these questions to be settled for us by another’s mind, or another’s
judgment. We cannot trust the salvation of our souls to ministers, to idle traditions, to human
authorities, or to pretentions. The Lord positively demands of every Christian an intelligent
knowledge of the Scriptures. Review and Herald, March 8, 1887 (2RH 117:1:1 - 2:0); The
Medical Missionary, May 1, 1892

God never asks us to believe, without giving sufficient evidence upon which to base our faith.
His existence, His character, the truthfulness of His Word, are all established by testimony that
appeals to our reason; and this testimony is abundant. Yet God has never removed the
possibility of doubt. Our faith must rest upon evidence, not demonstration. Those who wish to
doubt will have opportunity; while those who really desire to know the truth, will find plenty of
evidence on which to rest their faith. Steps to Christ 105 (1892); 9MR 202; compare Education
169

For further study, please refer to “Faith Evidence and Inquiry” http://www.pineknoll.org/all-
writings

Preaching to the World

What was the result of the outpouring of the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost? The glad tidings of
a risen Saviour were carried to the uttermost parts of the inhabited world. As the disciples
proclaimed the message of redeeming grace, hearts yielded to the power of this message. The
church beheld converts flocking to her from all directions. Backsliders were reconverted.
Sinners united with believers in seeking the pearl of great price. Some who had been the
bitterest opponents of the gospel became its champions. The prophecy was fulfilled, "He that is
feeble shall be as David; and the house of David as the angel of the Lord." Zechariah 12:8. Every
Christian saw in his brother a revelation of divine love and benevolence. One interest prevailed;
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one subject of emulation swallowed up all others. The ambition of the believers was to reveal
the likeness of Christ's character and to labor for the enlargement of His kingdom.

With great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great
grace was upon them all." Acts 4:33. Under their labors were added to the church chosen men,
who, receiving the word of truth, consecrated their lives to the work of giving to others the
hope that filled their hearts with peace and joy. They could not be restrained or intimidated by
threatenings. The Lord spoke through them, and as they went from place to place, the poor had
the gospel preached to them, and miracles of divine grace were wrought. So mightily can God
work when men give themselves up to the control of His Spirit.

The promise of the Holy Spirit is not limited to any age or to any race. Christ declared that the
divine influence of His Spirit was to be with His followers unto the end. From the Day of
Pentecost to the present time, the Comforter has been sent to all who have yielded themselves
fully to the Lord and to His service. To all who have accepted Christ as a personal Saviour, the
Holy Spirit has come as a counselor, sanctifier, guide, and witness. The more closely believers
have walked with God, the more clearly and powerfully have they testified of their Redeemer's
love and of His saving grace. The men and women who through the long centuries of
persecution and trial enjoyed a large measure of the presence of the Spirit in their lives, have
stood as signs and wonders in the world. Before angels and men they have revealed the
transforming power of redeeming love. {AA 49}

Mars Hill

Paul had been at Athens, and his spirit was stirred within him as he saw the city wholly given to
idolatry. Therefore he disputed in the synagogues with the Jews, and with the devout persons,
and in the market-place daily with those with whom he came in contact. Certain philosophers
of the stoics encountered him, and some said, What will this babbler say? Others said, He
seems to be a setter-forth of strange gods; because he preached unto them Jesus Christ and the
resurrection. Paul, standing in the midst of Mars' Hill, before the most educated and
intellectual, met logic with logic, philosophy with philosophy, learning with learning, and
oratory with oratory. At the end of his labors he looked at the result, and could see only three
who had been benefited. He decided that henceforth he would maintain the simplicity of the
gospel. He would preach Jesus Christ and him crucified.

He writes to his Corinthian brethren, "When | came to you, [I] came not with excellency of
speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For | determined not to know
anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified." He declares: "For Christ sent me not
to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should
be made of none effect. For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish, foolishness; but

©



unto us which are saved, it is the power of God. For it is written, | will destroy the wisdom of
the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. {RH, July 19, 1887}

Even Your Poets Say

FLOWERS preach to us if we will hear:--

The rose saith in the dewy morn:

| am most fair;

Yet all my loveliness is born

Upon a thorn.

The poppy saith amid the corn:

Let but my scarlet head appear

And | am held in scorn;

Yet juice of subtle virtue lies

Within my cup of curious dyes.

The lilies say: Behold how we

Preach without words of purity.

The violets whisper from the shade

Which their own leaves have made:

Men scent our fragrance on the air,

Yet take no heed

Of humble lessons we would read.

But not alone the fairest flowers:

The merest grass

Along the roadside where we pass,

Lichen and moss and sturdy weed,

Tell of His love who sends the dew,

The rain and sunshine too,

To nourish one small seed.
{Christina Rossetti, “Consider the Lilies of the Field”}

Even Your Sages Say
God places the heaviest burden on those who can carry its weight. {Reggie White}

Every evening | turn my worries over to God. He's going to be up all night anyway. {Mary C.
Crowley}

| want to know how God created this world. | am not interested in this or that phenomenon, in
the spectrum of this or that element. | want to know His thoughts; the rest are details. {Albert
Einstein}
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